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meeting was held on 14™ August 1870. The invitation were sent to a

number of distinguished citizens including government officers. Invitation
made it clear that the purpose of gathering was to discuss the issue of
formation of an associration in the city. The meeting was open to all. Mr.
Annaji Govind Inamdar, the owner and editor of Kalptaru Ani Anand Vritta
had undertaken the responsibility of of convenig the meeting and pioloting
the conduct of the proceedings. And to the pleasure of all the enthusiastic
gathering of more or less 500 to 700 people discussed and ratified the

proposal. Mr. A. G. Inamadar warmly welcomed the people and explained

the purpose of gathering together at this particular hour in the history.mx
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“The Text of the Roll of Honour presented to Mr.A.O.Hume by the Sholapur

People’s Association Sholapur,on 29" November 1893.The Text is
reproduced from the weekly Kalpataru Ani Anandvritta of 3 December
1893.

To,

A.O.Hume, Esqr .C.B.

Sir,

We, the members of the People’s Association of Sholapur,respectfully beg
leave to offer to you in the name and on behalf of the town and District of
Sholapur a most

Cordial welcome on the occasion of this your first visit to our old and historic
town.

We need scarcely observe that your invaluable services rendered
during the long course of years and with such unselfish devotion and
untiring energy to the cause of progress in India are throughout the length of
breadth of the country highly appreciated and warmly recognized and we
feel, we do no more than our simple duty in humbly joining in such
recognition .Your name will always be honourably associated in the annals
of Indian advance with the establishment and successful working of a
national institution ,which —vesting as it does on the broad and solid basis.
Of the common aims and aspirations of United India constitutes the centre
of the nation’s political activities,and forms the sheet anchor of it's hopes
and which in its riper and richer developments,promises,in the progress of
time and under the blessings of providence,the happiest results for the
future welfare and advancement of this country. India has no truer or
warmer friend, and the Indian National Congress has no more strenuous
advocate or zealous supporter. And if our congress movement has been
thus far successful if England is now awakening to a truer and juster sense

of the importance and magnitude of her trust in regard to her Eastern
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Dependency and of the solemn obligations it imposes upon her if there is an
increasingly successful , resolute and organized endeavour to enforce, in
respect of the Government of India ,a clear stricter and more direct
responsibility to public opinion both here and in England if there is coming to
be infused though as yet of course by low degrees a better and more
sympathetic tone into the general administration if, above all the heart of the
Nation is beginning to throb with higher hopes.This encouraging and
gratifying result is by general consent acknowledge to be in no small
measure, due to your indefatigable exertions unto the exertions of those
high souled Englishman,whose sympathies and hearty co-operation you
have worked so hard to enlist in our behalf.Such noble work should done
and self denying singleness of purpose has own for you.the unbounded
respect,love and admiration of the people of this land,and we would venture
to add ,we can conceive of no higher or stronger title to a Nations gratitude .
Indeed the work of England’s mission in India as conveyed by her
gratest statesman is as difficult as it is grand, and would even appear to be
impossible of accomplishment , were it not for the fact that she generously
places at our disposal some of her best and highest talent and in the long
and illustrious role of Englands sons, who have devoted their energies to the
development of India’s good,you hold and honoured place by your long
continued and sustained labours in our interests.Surely a nation which can
command the services of Brights and Fawcette and Bradlaoughs and
Wedderburns and Humes has no reason to despair of its political futures.
Referring to rumours as to your contemplated retirement from the
office of General Secretary of the Congress,we most sincerely trust that
they have no foundation in fact,and we would further venture to express our
confident hopes that nothing will occur to lead you to adopt any such
decision.Our work ,as you are aware and no one perhaps has a truer
perception of the fact is only just begun and with it, the difficulty of the
practical endeavour, in the great constitutional struggle for justice and
freedom and good and equal Government in which we are engaged and the
Indian National Congress requires now even more than at any time
before,all the assistance and skillful directions which its devoted founder and
advocate alone can render as Generel Secretary. We are,however,confident
that whether you our fear in our midst or in your distant Western Home your
large heart will even be with us and with the great and just cause you have
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already done so much to advance.

In this connection it is gratifying to the People’s Association
Sholapur,to see that we have with you as a collegue and co-worker
Mr.Morgan Browne , a gentleman of wide attainments and large cultures
sympathies , who as Joint Honourary Secretary to the British Committee of
the Indian National Congress has already given proof of the warm interest
he feels in our fortunes and of his determination to devote his time and
youthful energies to the cause of political enfranchisement in this country.

In conclusion,we have to express our earnest and fervent hope,a
hope in which we are sure all India will,with one voice join-that on your
return home,the electors of Great Britain will accord to you their
confidence,and by returning you as a representative to th House of
Commons,place you in a position to work as one more member for India
and to plead with your powerful voice for justice to her suffering and
struggling millions,side by side with our wedderburns and Dadabhoys in tha
August assembly the Parliament of Great Britain and may God in his mercy
grant you health and strength to continue to devote yourself for many,many
years to the best service of both India and England-is the fervid prayer of all
India.

Thanking you and your colleague Mr.Morgan Browne for the honour
of your visit to our humble town, and hoping that the present visit will not be
the last parting visit,we beg with best regards to subscribe ourselves.

Your obedient servants,
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