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. Introduction: Bidar is one of the j7\ ~is~~'of~al1lat~aState. Geogr~phicaUy,.itresembles the ro .."". , n .nT 

. 

' 

the S~teoccupying its north6astem tip~ TI,ed1.~¢ct had a gl,9rious ra.st I.t wasruled by th~ ivtauryas, SataVahp8S, 
Rashtrakutas, Ouuukyas, Kakatiyas: Khiljis, Bahanlanis, Bandshahis, Mugha!~ aIJ-dthe ,Hyd~rabadNizamllle 
treasure ofculture, f~~ (lrts and an;.hi:re.c~r ,1~"~' :~Yf s».~~sir~lul~r~J~i~ptti9NHf,tt£) .it~,fiCl'pttSs.The 

. greatrevolutiollbyShivasllarau~ i~~le12Ih,~~tury,;ellCompassing socia1,li~~~~~: r~gi9'ts.tlfld,se~rged 
.cin this land. . 
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TIle town of B idar stands on a ~a~mu~ ptatea}l and.-its.situatiql~J§J?iC~ij~ ..~q\~~~:~ioPi~·· ~'J11e' .. 
. 

hill fortress enrtched by the huged~feQs~ g~tes, walls \\!jthguardhoYS~tan4S~b~i~ 'me~'l?iW~~,offerst~e 
visitors aglimpseQf th~ strong mili~~o~~r.of tI~e, ¥.;~~lim~ollquero%A~·~~~f. s~~,t8~~~!ffl 
architecture of the buildings, eachohe conveying its own peculiar legend, giv~sglimpses qf tile sI"iritu~lgwi~ties . 
oftslmnicculture. Biuartown has Il,lade aunique:colltribution to the soc,io~ult4fall1is.t~I)J ~pfI5~~takain . 
pruticularandoftheDeccanHistoryingeneraL , ': if' ", · f, · . " .-," 

B idar is the nOlthem most.dislJ1ct of Kamata\<.a state located between 1735 aud J. 825 north,latitude and 
7642 and 7739 east longitudes. l Its length from east to west is 93.4 km and from norti~~astto ~'uth ;~~ds 

. _ . .( . "'·11 ... c..., 

115.2 km. Total area of the district is 5458 km... 

~id.ar is a tillydislri~ C~p'risin? five t<iI~as \lz. Aura?, ~asav.akalyan,: B~da!)3ImnJ~4~~~~9Wt 
TIle dlstnct founded on tne east~izambad andMedak dlStnct of AndraPradesh, on the north~p w.~~t , 
Nanded and Osmanabad district of Maharashtra and on south by Gulbarga district of Kamataka. .. .. 

Bidar Monuqlents: The historical ~loq.Ulnents ffild sites ill ano '!found tile Bidarcity belong todjffe~ei~t 
periods of history, Pre-Kakatiya, Tughlaq, B~iJ:nani, Bmid Shah.i, Adil Shahi, Milghal and Nizal11. As far the ' .. 
architecture is cOllcemed there is an intermixture Ofl-:l~ldu, Turkish and Persianarti~anship.Some of the designs. 
and decorative panems seen in the lllonWllellts of Bidar are luuque ill Illdia. . . . ~ '. 

Ll describing the mOlllunents of Bidar the fort is dealt with first, as it contains some bu'ifdings which 
the earliest to be erected when Ahamd Shah Wali .Balunan.i lJ'ansfened the seat of government fromGulbarg~

. 
, to 

, . , 

tll 

Bidar in 1424 A p.TIle next group of m0l1Ul,n~Il~FOmprises the builUiJ,lgs of the town includingthe fqnificatio,is, 
a large number of which are coeval with the buildings ofthe fort TIle third group embraces theto(llbs .. 

atAshtoor whi~\l \yere ~ected by \he. ~~~g~fJrc>Il}A:q.~ ~1:3~1535.Thel3arldi t9mp~'~dt1?e,ma'JS()lleurrl
in~~ir vincity ~~stit!l!~~~~:fourtJ;t ~up,.~~e,.~~f~tl1,prJ&St, ~ro~p incL~des~allmonwnents{)fW~~p.rical, 
religiOUS or· architectural Slgnifican.cesltqa~w,ltfrina di~tan~of slXmiles from Bldar. 2. . '. , .' 

. _ Bidar Fort. BidarFort i~ UQiqueinIndia l~is builton a stra~egic location under the guidance o~ .~ ".',' . 
TurkishlPersian engineers. Indi~ wpr~ers and 'arti~s w~tked with them. As ~ result indo:PersI~. · r. . 

architecture emerged in Bidar. Even during 15th century Bidar was a plalUled city. Not only palacesbllt also 
city is sunounded by protection wall willi gates and moats. Sidar Fort was rebuiltwhen gllli'powder was ' 
introduced in India It has many bastions fillep willi war cannons. . ' ' . • 

To enter tile Bidar Fort one has topass rprough three gates. The first gate built by a~ovemorof 
Aurangzeb is comparatively small. It has no name. . '. 

It is considered one of the most fomlidable forts of the cmmtry, anti is an. interesting bulwark. It is said that 
Sultan Ahmad Shah Bahamani constructed a large and strong ron at Bit.lar between 1426 and 1432 AD. on the 
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site OfM ~c~e~t fo~which iSeven now known as the Purana'Qila It iss~tuatediil the eastern part of the town 
and has wltlllmt rums ofpalaces, mosques and other buildings which had been built oftrap rock. Stone arid 

. mortar were used to build the fort-walls. 3 

. . TIle fort has a triple moat/on the Southern side, a double on the north-western and a single on the other 
sides. It has seven gates. Notable palaces and pavilions are Rangin Mahal, Chini Mahal, Turkash Mahal, 
Gangan Mahal, Takht Mahal and the Hall of Audience while tlle thousand cells is a subterranean struicture. 
TIle Solah Khambh Mosque and the Virasallgayya temple are also conspicuous. A beautiful cistern marks the 
site ofLal Bagh or Ruby Garden. . 

Gawan Madrasa: TIle most prominent and unique I110ilUnients of the city is Madarsa of Mahmud 
Gawan.4In the centre of the old city there is the most imposing monument known as Madrasa of M ahmud 
Gaww.•. Mahmud Gawan who had come to Bidar from Gilan fomided it in 1472 AD. He was the Wazir of 
(prime Minister) for three BalmlaJti Sultans. He was also a great scholar. 

The Baridi Tombs: TIle Baridi tombs lie about two laus.WestofBidar town. There were fonnerly 
gan:Iens aroU11d them The tombs are Qasinl Band arid Qasim Band II~ Aniir Barid,Ali Barid, Ibrallim Barid and others.5 . . . 

. Chaukhandi: It is the tomb of Khali-Ullah who was thepreceptot of Ahnjad Shall. It is erected on 
elevated place. The building is octagonal in plan. There e aces of fine decoration on the waIls of the 
building. TIus prontinent buildi.J1g is altogether one of tlle excelle It buildings constructed by the BaJmlani's. it is 
011 the way to Astoor. 

Cultural and Religious Centers: Ap311 from Historical monuments, in and aroU11d Bid2rcity there wuque 
cultural and religious centers. TIlen!Ost i.mportant among theni are NarasiinhaZara cave temple, Papanash 
Shiva Temple, Abu! Faiz Darga, Shukla Tirth, Gurunauak JIll a, Siddharoodh Matha ,Mailara temple and 
many Virasaiva Matl1as etc. '. 

-. Pilgrin1age places: Jaharani NarasirJlha Cave Temple: Tlus is aQ old Hindu cave temple dedicat~d to 
Lord Narasimha. It is excavated in a tu1Ulel. There is a roughly carved image of Narasimha on a stone wall2.t 
the end of the cave. At th.is place the powerful diety as per ihe belief here is situated in cave of nearly 300 
meters. One h2.s to \yade through water upto c\l,tst height to have darsh.an of the deity. It will be thrjJling _ 
experience with bats and owls sittLng on tile roof top of cave but they will not do any harmtot:h~tIeVOtees. In 

the year 1999 with efforts of an young lAS officer Mr.M.Maheshwar Rao who was working as Assistant 


. Commissioner and was incbarge ofdus temple committee got the cave Air conditioned and Electrified.6A good 

number ofdevotees visit this temple. 

Pap abash Teli1ple: Papanash Kshetra is another sacred p.ace 6fl3idar city. As per the local traditional 
saying, the Sluva Linga idol in this terriple is one ofthose installed by Shri Ram dUring the time ofhis journey 
back from Lanka The location of the temple is a valley is mesrnerizing to the eyes. Every year at thetime of 
Shivarathri festi vallot of tomists visit this place. A natural spnng flows ihto a pond in front of the temple whiGh 
is called' Papnasha'. The Shivalinga hear is worshipped withmuch devotion. People have the belief that the 
water here would cleanse them their sins.7 

GWll Nanak Jhira : GUlUdwara Bidar is one ofHoliest place for Sikhas. Every year this place attracts 
lots of tourists from all parts of the COU11try particularly during the months ofNovemeber and Marclt Legend 
has it that Saint Guru Nanak visited the place while the land was in the grip of a fanliuc the Guru performed a 
miracle at the request of the loca!s and a spring of water from the laterite rock mountain burst out. Till this day 
crystal clear water flow, from the lateri te trap. The belief is that drinking of this water cures ITI311Y ailments. 

Dev Deva Vana (Botanical Garden): An Eco Tourism centre 6 Ian away from Bidar town on Bidar~ 
Hyderabad Highway. With more than 200 medicinal plants, tlus Vana is beli~ved to be sometlting of a 
unconventional temple of plams. 

- - - ---. - - -- ... 
- I' ~ t;LI_ _ --. _ _ _ . __ ... ~ , _ • _ __ _... , 
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, Chidamb~A,sbran)"Sl1P;$· . '. -' .''. ",..:', • ,, )~J3i4aC. Jt,~as~t~ tb?Year 1.9.~'by~ , 
Shivakumar Swamiji. there8J:e1l71Y~ . ., :~ si~e~Sln1 Siddharudha statue. This is temple 
located at Manahalli Road, Bidar. This iSalsoknownasPtJn1p3- During last three<Jec.ades Shri Siddharudha 
Matha has became the center ofreligious; edu~tional and social activities. Shri Shivakumar Swamiji delivers 
Pravachana in the month ofJuly ( Shrav~aMasa), a,,~thri and every SWlday evening. Lots ofdevotees 
has the spiritual trust in theril. Avisitorl dh\foteeswho;vi~i~holy pl~s in Bidar, ifany devotee not visits this 
temple his yatra becomes incomplete. Ev~: year 10~9f:f#.:votees from allparts ofthe India visits to celebrate 
Sadgwu Siddhruudha and SluvakumarMa118sw.~jiJ~8!lti.TIus is celebrate4 in the month of November.The 
oilierhistOJical places of Bidarare Ma,il~ t¢fflrtle.'B· ;~~onde~hw~Deva Devyana, Jalasangi 
etc , '. ~ i.,.· '.'; ':-i ',-' ~,;', ': .' .-' . ,:' 

Hwnanal)'ld ·:VeerabhadreshwaraJatra's atlf~andChangl~:Twoveryanciellttemplesof ' 
Lord ~eer~bhadreshwara inHuman~Tal.~qq4,at~ and one at Changlara vill~ge attract l~ 
oftounsts m the Month ofJanuary audN9.~VAl.Jf.w~yeal'iy Jatraandcartpulling Mahotsav s. 
The temple at Hwnanabad construc~~;t7~ is .' .' ' t~,m,Oyii}jpw~. . :" " . ' . 

Manik Prabhu Temple at HurriaP~~ ~l~ , . .~f~uri~~jn~e,MonthofPecember at the time 
.ofAnnual Celebrations.0n tre ~~~e~ ~-~ ~\JqngQassicalMusical function willbe held 
and till now the likes of BhimSenJosly;'Rid~.L . .' _~.:mallY o~have come ~refor this annual Jatra 
Mahotsav, ., . . ' .'.... ' . 11~.':J .,. • ' , . ' - . . - . . ,.., 

Basavakalyana: Basavakalyan was,UI).tilrecently ~ as Kalyani and has been also called Qasba 
Kaiyanabad in some Bah:!Jnani records. Sitwlted.80 K.m.s South -WeSt of Bidar town, it is the hcad4uarters 

.... _ '. 4t' ·. ' ,' ~,: .. ; ~ , , " 

of the taluk of the same Ilam~.. ,TIils pl~~~tc~e , ',P.r9 .:, .~tow~s;tlu:, clos~ of the tenth centyry C.E. 
Whe~ the capital of thdater WestefPiQml~ \\' S1' ,:l~r~ fr, m 1al~h~.. 1t extended over a large area 
and attained great celebrity as the metropolis ofan,~~aq:p~o~~ealthand prosperity, as a seat of . ' 
learning and as an abode of spiritu~ wiS!,\lm . o~,by . lus~olJ.S~ts like Basaveshwara, Allama . 
Prabhu, Akka-Malladevi, Channabasayarina and ~ddbariyna. Vtinaneshwara, the renowned law-giver, and 
the author of a highly valued treati.se on law lmow~. ~bara,~asIllQlecourtofChalukya Vtkrarnaditya 
VI He goes inte mptures while describ~g the splendorS ofrre,C8P.iblcitypfl<alyanaan<;i~ that no 
other city like Kaly ana and exclaims that no otlx.'r city m.oo Kalyana existed in the pastor present and would 
never exist in fuurre. The great San.skritpoe.t ~~;~hp" .te " V~adttvaCharita" also adorned the 
court of Vikramaditya VI.and he ~oo .?as!)W}g ~gl~'m thi~ ,ci~~~0'1lng terms. The later WestefJl 
Chalukyas ruled an exteD:slveemprre tIl~tijeeQdQ~~ • .~ Wl~',J?~of~few years when thcr 
Kalchuris had seized power. . , ;'. . ~' . . .: /' . :':.1"...... . . '.. : 

• . ., f.. • 1 Of .... • 

Itwasatthisplooethat.therewasthc?l~·m " . _ ~~v~lIP;veqx:ntledby ; 
Basaveshwara, Allanla Prabh~ and their ~~,vi " ·~iis from various parts of ..; 
India:, ~ , . , ", .~,;~) '", ,, -'" ,.... . 

The illustrious Sharanas, who came from' stra~ott!~~ "'·~sedi~tabi~·.v~hanas here 

~d fOUlld~ the" ~~bhavaM~tapa" where ~~~on:~~1Ai,iip,r9~taI1t .moy~~~which ': 
aimed at radlcal religiOUS and SOClai refo~,gained fOl1Ill:~le-pop,~,~~~~~ltlonalISts and \. 
the imperial power headed by Kalachuri Bijjala cl~-wiJh~t and~.vjole!!t .~tsto suppress it, there ,~ 
was anupheaval which shook up the imperial thority. and :brougbt~.ut a ~ifferent cha.iij. of social and ( 
political evel1ts.9 • 

Basavakalyan's Historical Sites:The historical sites at Kalyllll, are notpreserved state.They are inruins, 
spread over an extensive area including the adjoin villages fSivapur, Narayanpur and Pratapapur. Few 
secular antiquities have survi ved. No structural remainsof the Chalukyan times, like the pal<tCe, administrative 
buildings an fortification are eX(illl t. An open, slightly elevatcJ spot is pointed out as the site of Bijjala's . 

.~ 

, ' 
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' ' '·'~ke~~thiie~1iaga~~t na'ive tleen ~fl'fiilled~ iijqll\tdefliif1the(:apita ciij.1heirnarnes bear 
jlisroridil: sihiificance/~~_~8ffi'; ' epigraph;isa'shOrt-fomi of 
R~rularitYal1apUra, named·attetart epigtap~ isashort..fdrth bf named afterChalukya title 
Rayanarayana.!O "I 

Jalasangi ,Narayanpura, Umapur: TIle teluples of these places, which were built by Chalukyas are 
ooorned with Salabhunj ikas on their walls. llleintricatecarvings o~ the walls of these temples remind one of 
Alliole and Pattadaldiltemples. AShilabalike ofJahisang\ writing~leilah1e ofVlkran1aditya-VI is a rare 
sCUlpture. ' . . . . ' t ' 

· : : .,. Relics relatiIIg to Basavesll'wara and other :Sharana!} are,-Basaveshwara . Temple, Purush katte, . 
. ~ " . ''.

Prabbudevara Gadlge, Tupurantaka Lake, Akka-Nagamma Cave, BaSaveshwara Mahamaue" Anubhva 
mantapa, uliya Chandayya'~ CriveU:etc. '. '. . . 

Bidriware: This tiny:distiiCfBidai'is vetywell kn6wnfor its artistic ~dmetal craftsmanship right from 
151h cenmty A.D: 'BitlHWare'-'. The 'Bidn;articIesaremru-keted locally andmbigcities iIi India: There is a 
popUlar demand for these w~es ili'fof'eign markets;iil'so~;)2 . . " , . 
L', - . t have Come down to the present generation in, ,; j Folk arts: S6merelfgi'ousand soclaHniditions 0fthe pru'
· illdomlofseveraliriterestingfolk. -arts; Bhajan ~siIiging, BayaIata, KolataiGo'rta;Btdayihadu, Handi Pada, 
SliQbana:-pad~ Devi-hadu; Beegara~hadu, Gondaligata-hadu,Karadi-mazalu;Nandi~kolu, Gee-gee pada, 
Lavani-Lulllaby songs; etc., are in vogue in the district. these are recited or perfomed on the occasions ot 
important jatras, observance of jay antis and vmous other religious and social functions.13 It will promote and 
enoouraget6urism in Bl~di~ct. . '.' . '. .. . . . . ' . 

, .' : ,' . Present Bidar: '13idarfs..a:tQ_urist destination, Its clin'late is :gr~cious. Sbmeufthe,mqRuinents are unique, 
· Bidri art,of Bidaris world famou~mous lnstitution ~ like IndianAirForc~, Kamataka Veterinary and 

FisheriesUlliversity is situatedat Bidar: Bidar represents 'Unity in Diversity' . 'People belonging to different 
religiou:; and ~ommuhi!ies live together peacef~lly. Bidal' district is also known for a unique SelfHelp Group 

. . " , .. . 

movement . "' . 
. ',~, . 

Tourist Paradise: ~} Basavakalyan, Bidar and other places there are historical monuments some of 
which are unique, The Mallamaq Gawan build in 15th centwy is a uniquemonument in India,~ort has 
many important sites. Sculptures found at Narayanpur, Jalsangi, umapurrepresent thegldfYofl 1th century, 
Bidar is World famous forHidri art Colour paintings in'si eAstoor tomb isunique. Rangeen Mal1al represents 

· Turkish aft:Suri~Uildiri:g B-idatthere rnatw'naturatwarefsprings which attract tOurists. 15. Dev Dev Vana a 
n~wly 8stabli:shoo{Jru de1Hilts'fkoome a'centre of attraction. 'llie'follbwing placesofBidar District attract lots 
oftouiist~.tbro~~~;<:·. ",:, :,' '; .' .. .·.·· ,'1 I · . '. , .... ... . 

?ri L' . ~il\1Pl1cations:~1tim~~.f~~irtXJUCe:~;BiclilI;Hn the whOle:To implement the development of 
l ourisrrdti Bldar.. FOf'ifiisstuayhelp a;lJolicy rnrucers tb mUlce phlicyand progtanifiles for the development
of Bidat. Preservetiie~?~en~ssculture0fBidardistrictPm~anda abouttbeBidat'smon~nts,foHdore 
andcrafu tlrrough whi~h prOVide the employment to many artisans. . . 

. Conclusiml: Bidatdistrict is amini 'India' culturally tllls tiny district is the cradle of diverse groups and 
cults~ In and around Biclar there are mariy historical monuments, which even to this day stand as the grand 
testimony to the architecfural beauty and religious hrumony. Historical and cultural importance in Tourism 
Development in Bidar. Itis aplace 6fdelight to poets, artIsts, archaeologists; historians, researchers and 
towist. 
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