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{| treasure of culture, fine arts and architecture nurtured by successive rulers has, cqutnl;uted to its, nchness The
{| great revolution by Sluvashamnas in the 120 ocntury eucompassmg social, hteraqy and relxgmus ﬁclds emcrged _
| on this land., i

|| visitors a glimpse of the strong miljtary-power: of the Mushm conquerors: And at the same time the gracefql 1

|| of Islamic culture. Bidar town has made a unique. contribution to the socio~cultural history of Kamataka in
|| particular a and of the Deccan Hlstory in general.

7642 and 7739 east longitudes.! Its length from east to west is 93.4 ki and from northeast-to south west is

{|city is surrounded by protection wall with gates and moats. Bidar Fort was rebuilt when gi‘m powder was. F

:_;..,_.-Q ““*‘@MﬁRIST pARADISE ;
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Introductxon Bldar isone of the 27 dlStl’lCtS of Karnataka State. Geographlcal]y, 1t resembles the crown of
the State occupying its northeastem t1p The dlsmct hada glonous past. It was ruled by the Mauryas, Satavalmas
Rashitrakutas, Chalukyas Kakatiyas, Khﬂ_]lS Bahamams Baridshahis, Mughals and the Hyderabad leam The

Thetownof B 1dar stands ona beaunful plabeau and its situationis plctumsque and,qlunate grac1ous The |
hill fortress enriched by the huge d@fense gates, walls with guard. houses and subtenmem; passages offers the

architecture of the buildings, eachone conveying its own peculiar legend, gives ghmpses of the spmtual qualmes 1

Bidar is the northern most. dlstnct of Kamafaka state located buween 173.) aud 1825 north latltude and Z

115.2 km. Total area of the districtis 5458 km. . |
Bidaris a tiny distriet comprlsmo five talul'as viz. Aurad, Basav.ﬂ\alyan Bldar Bhalkl and Humanabad |
The district founded on the eastby Nizambad and Medak district of Andra Pradesh onthe north and- west
Nanded and Osmanabad district of N aharashtra and on south by Gulbarga districtof Karnataka. . |f
Bidar Monuments: The lustoncal monuments and sites in and around the Bidar city belong to. different}; i
periods of histery, Pre-Kakatiya, Tughlaq, Bz?hmam Barid Shahi, Adil Shahi, Maughal and Nizam. As far the’
architecture 1s concerned there is an intermixture of Hindu, Turkish and Persian artisanship. Someof the desuzm .
and decorative patterns seen in the monuments of Bidar are unique in [ndia. . o n
[n describing the monuments of Bidar the fort is dealt with first, asit contams some bml'dmos which were ;
the earliest to be erected when Ahamd Shah Wali Bahmani transferred the seat of government from Gulbarga to |
Bidar in 1424 A.D. The next group of menuments comprises the buildings of the town including. the fortifications, i
alarge number of which are coeval with the buildings of the fort. The third group embraces the tombs and shrmes 3
at Ashtoor which were erected by the Bahmam kings fromA D.1436-1535. The Baridi tombs( and the mausoleum :
in their vmcny constitute the fourth group, while the. fifth, or last, group mcludes all mongmentsof hnstorlcal :

|| religious or-architectural significance situated within.a distance of six miles from Bldﬂl‘ 2

Bidar Fort:, BidarFort is unique in India, It is built on a strategic location under the guldance of* r
Turkish/Persian engineers. Indian workers and artisans wotked with them. As a result indo-Persian.
architecture emerged in Bidar. Even during 15" century Bidar was a planned city. Not only Qalacec_bqt also -

===

introduced in India. It has many bastions filled with war cannons.

Toenter the B idar Fort one has to pass through three gates. The first gate built by a govemor of
Aurangzeb is comparatwely small, It has no narve.

It is considered one of the most formidable forts of the cot untry, and is an mterestmg bulwaﬂ\ [tis said that
Sultan Ahmad Shah Bahamani constructed a large and strong fortat Bidar between 1426 and 1432 A.D. on the
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| site ofan a.nc_'iex-lt f0f1 which s even now known as the Purana_‘Qila Itis situated in the eastern part of the town ||
and has within it ruins of palaces, mosques and other buildings which had been built of trap rock. Stone and ||
‘mortar were used to build the fort-walls.3 ’

o The fort has a triple moat/on the Southern side, a double on the north-western and a single on the other
sides. Ithas seven gates. Notable palaces and pavilions are Rangin Mahal, Chini Mahal, Turkash Mahal,
Gangan Mahal, Takht Mahal and the Hall of Audience while the thousand cells is a subterranean struicture.
The Solah Khambh Mosque and the Virasangayya temple are also conspicuous. A beautiful cistern marks the
1| site of Lal Bagh or Ruby Garden. , -

_ Gawan Madrasa: The most prominent and unique monuments of the city is Madarsa of Mahmud

Gawan.In the centre of the old city there is the most imposing monument known as Madrasa of Mahmud
Gaws.. Mahmud Gawan who had come to Bidar from Gilan founded itin 1472 A.D. He was the Wazir of
(Prime Minister) for three Bahmani Sultans. He was alsoa great scholar. '

The Baridi Tombs: The Baridi tombs lie about two kms. Westof Bidar town. There were formerly
gardens around them. The tombs are Qasim Barid and Qasim Barid I, Amir Barid,Ali Barid, Ibrahim Barid
and others.S ' . '

* Chaukhandi : It is the tomb of Khali-Ullah who was the preceptor of Ahmiad Shak. It is erected on
elevated place. The building is octagonal in plan. There are traces of fine decoration on the walls of the
building. This prominent building is altogether one of the excellent buildings constructed by the Bahmar’s. it is
on the way to Astoor. :

_ Cultural and Religious Centers: Apart from Historical monurnents, in and around Bidar city there unique
cultural and religious centers. The most important among them are Narasimha Zara cave temple, Papanash

| ShivaTemple, Abul Faiz Darga, Shukla Tiith, Gurunanak Jhira, Siddharoodh Matha ,Mailara temple and
many Virasaiva Mathas etc. . '

* Pilgrimage places: Jaharani Narasimha Céye Temple: Thisis an old Hindu cave temple dedicated to
Lord Narasimha. It is excavated in a tunnel. There is a roughly carved imiage of Narasimha on a stone wall at
the end of the cave. At this place the powerful diety as per the belief here is situated in cave of nearly 300
meters. One has to wade through water upto clgst height to hiave darshan of the deity. It will be thrilling
experience with bats and owls sitting on the roof top of cave but they will not do any harmi to the'dévotees. In
the year 1999 with efforts of an young [AS officer Mr.M.Malieshwar Rao who was working as Assistant
| Commisstoner and was incharge of this temple committee got the: cave Air conditioned and Electrified.*A good
number of devotees visit this temple. v :

- Papanash Temple: Papanash Kshetra is another sacred place of Bidar city. As per the local traditional
saying, the Shiva Lingaidol in this temple is one of those installed by Shri Ram during the time of his journey
back from Lanka. The location of the terple is a valley is mesmerizing to the eyes. Every year at the time of
Shivarathri festival lot of tourists visit this place. A natural spnng flows into a pond in front of the temple whieh
is called ‘Papnasha’. The Shivalinga hear is worshipped with much devotion. People have the belief that the
water here would cleanse them their sins.’ :

Guru Nanak Jhira : Gurudwara Bidar is one of Holiest place for Sikhas. Every year this place attracts
lots of tourists from all parts of the country particularly during the months of Novemeber and March. Legend
has itthat Saint Guru Nanak visited the place while the land was in the grip of a famine the Guru performed a
miracle at the request of the locals and a spring of water from the laterite rock mountain burst out. Till this day
crystal clear water flows from the laterite trap. The belief is that drinking of this water cures many ailments.

Dev Deva Vana (Botanical Garden): An Eco Tourism centre 6 km away from Bidar town on Bidar-
Hyderabad Highway. With more than 200 medicinal plants. this Vana is believed to be something of a

unconventional temple of plants,
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| Shivakumar Swarmp 'I'hereare 12 Jyotisling mﬂjﬁththc sndes Shn Slddhamdha statue. Th:s is temple
located at Manahalli Road, Bidar. This is also known as Gympa. During last three decades Shri Siddharudha
Matha has became the center of religious, educational and social activities. Shri Shivakumar Swamiji delivers
Pravachana in the month of July ( Shravana Masa), Navarathri and every Sunday evening. Lots of devotees
has the spiritual trust in them. A visitor/ devotees who, visits holy places in Bidar, if any devotee not visits this
temple his yatra becomes incomplete. Every year lots of devotees from all parts of the India visitsto celebrate
Sadguru Siddharudha and Shivakumar MahaswarnijiJ. ayant. This is celebrated in the month of November. The

other historical places of Bidar are ‘\/ladar temple,. gggmmmgondeqhwara, Deva Dev Vana, Jalasangi
etc

-Humanabhad: Veerabhadreshwara Jatra’s at Hunma;"bad and Changlane Two very ancient temples of
Lord Veerabhadreshwara in HumanabadTalukmat umanabad and one at Changlara village attract lakhs |
of tourists in the Month of January and Novemberrespectively. fmﬁnsyearly]ah‘a andcaxt;uﬂlmg Mahotsav s.
| The temple at Humanabad constructed i 1725 is ' sforitsmovingpillar. '
Manik Prabhu Temple at Humanabgd:}' 1t aktrscts Jots of tourists in the Month of December at the time

of Annual Celebrations. On the same oecasion every yeara ,,1gh§ long Classical Musical function will be held
and till now the likes of Bhimsen Joshi; Zakir Hussain and nmny othershave come here for this annual Jatra |
Mabhotsav. '- ; : ,4 } d: o

Basavakalyana: Basavakalyan was mm] n:cmﬂy known asKalyam and has been also called Qasba |
Kalyanabad in some Bahamani records. Sltuated 80 K;ms Southi—West of Bidar towr, 1is the headquaners
of the taluk of the same nawe. This place ane,gp,pwme;nce gowards the close of the tenth century CE. |
When the capital of the fater Westerny Chalukas was shified here from Malkhed. It extended over alarge area |
and attained great celebrity as the metropolis of anemﬁle. as 2 centre of wealth and prosperity, as a seatof |
learning and as an abode of spiritual \Vls:_igmkullomﬁg by illustrations saints like Basaveshwara, Allama.
Prabhu, Akka-Mahadevi, Channabasavanna and S:ddha[ama. Vljnaneshwara, the renowned law-giver, and
the author of a highly valued treatise on law known as Mitakshara, was atthe court of Chalukya Vikramaditya |
VI. He goes intc raptures while describing the splendors of the capital ity of Kalyana and ggglauns that no
other city like Kalyana and exclaims that no other city like Kalyanaexisted in the pastor present and would
never exist in future. The great Sanskrit poet Bilhana whawiote VlkmmankadevaChanta” also adorned the
court of Vikramaditya VI and he too has sung the glosy pﬁthlsmg{ ngowmg terms. The later Western
Chalukyas ruled an extensive empire till the end of t%g.z fith century "thabreakof afew years when the
Kalchuris had seized power. __ : 6 3 oy
It was at this plaeethatttmewas ., ae ol

j 3 ‘ui
ety comy posed mimltable Vachanas here
and founded the * Anubhava Manmpa” where they camed on deh Srations, 'Ihlsprotwant movement, which

aimed at radical religious and social reforms, gained fomndablepopuls smengdt When the traditionalists and |
the imperial power headed by Kalachuri Bijjala clashed with it andmade Vviolentattempts to suppress it, there -
was an upheaval which shook up the imperial authority,and brought about a dttferent chain of social and :
political events.’ _

Basavakalyan’s Historical Sites: The historical sites at Kalyan, are not preserved state. They are in ruins,
spread over an extensive area including the adjoin villages of Sivapur, Narayanpur and Pratapapur. Few
secular antiquities have survived. No structural remains of the Chalukyan times, like the palace, administrative
buildings and fortification are extant. An open, slightly elevated spot is pointed out as the site of Bijjala’s -
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. {éﬁacé ’Ihéthree vr‘ﬂagésm" ) " mdsthavebeenfmxedy cluder mthecapntal c:ty Thieir iames bear |

: ﬁfstoncal s1gmﬁcance atapal ‘H’abﬁvarﬁ , Narayanajur asre%aIed by én €pigraph, is a'short-form of (f
Rayanatayanapura, named afteran eplgraph, is a short-form of Rayanarayanapura, named after Chalukya title
Rayanarayana.'®

Jalasangi Narayanpura, Umapur The temples of these places, which were built by Chalukyas are

| adorned with Salabhun] ikas on their walls. Theintricate carvings on the walls of these temples remind one of
Aihole and Pattadakal temples A Slnlabahke of J a]asangi wntmg the nanie of Vﬂcramadltya —Vlisarare
1| sculpture. . -
] Relics relating to Basaveshwara and other Sharanas are BasaveshWara ‘Temple, Purush katte, -
| Prabhudevara Gadige, Tirpurantaka Lake Akka—Nagamma Cave BasaveshWara Mahamane, , Anubhva
mantapa, uliya Chandayya’s Cave!Vétc.
'y Bidriware: This tiny district Bidar is very well known: for its artistic and metal craftsmanshlp right from
1l 15" centiiry A.D. ‘Bidri Ware”. The Bidriarticles are marketed locally andmblg cities in Indla There isa
‘ popular demand for these wares in foreign marketsalso’?
- Folk arts: Some rehgious and soctal traditions ef the past have come down tothe present gefieration in
| the form of several interesting folk —arts: Bhajan —singing, Bayalata, Kolata, Gorta, Bulayihadu, Handi Pada,
| Shobana-pada, Devi-hadu; Beegara-hadu, Gondaligara-hadu, Karadi-niazalu; Nandi-kolu, Gee-gee pada,

Lavani-Lulllaby songs, etc., are in vogue in the district. these are recited or perfomed on the occasions ot
1 tmportanf jatras, observance of jayantis and various other religious and soc1a1 functlons B 1t will promote and
: .encoum,ge tourism in BLdar district. frost v
7 Present Bidar: Bidarisatgurist destination Its climate is' gracious. Someof tlxe MORUINENtS are unique.

' Bidn art of Bidar is world famo@"\F\amous institutions like Indian Air Force, Karnataka Veterinary and
Fisheries University is situated at Bidar. Bidar represents ‘Unity in Diversity”. People belonging to different
reli gious and commumtles live together peacefully Bidar dlstnt,t is also known for a unique Self Help Group
movement. ‘ o

Tourist Paradise: At Basavakalyan Bidar and other places there are historical monuments sore of
which are unique. The Mahamad Gawan build in 15" century is a unique monument in India, Bidar Fort has
many important sites. Sculptures found at Narayanpur, Jalsangi, Umapur represent the gloty of 11" century.
Bidar is World famous for Bidri art. Colour paintings iniside Astoor tomb isunique. Rangeen Mahal represents
4" Turkish art. Surroundmg Bidar there many natural-water springs which attraet tourists. ** Dev Dev Vana a
newly éstablished Gar den’ has become acentre of attractlon The followmg plaoes of Btdar Dlsmct attract lots
of tourist all through tltyear e :
ik Imphcatlons Thlﬁugh thls’résémch mhoduce thie Blda;ron the whole To nnp]ement the deve10pment of
tourism iri Bidar. For this study herp the policy makets to muke policy and programimes for the development
of Bidar. Preserve the uniqueness culture of Bidar district. Propaganda about the Bldar’s monuments, fotklore
and crafts through which provide the émployinent to many artisans.

‘Conclusion: Bldar districtis amini ‘India’ culturaily this tiny district is the cradle of diverse groups and
cults. In and around Bidar there are many historical monuments, whicheven to this day stand as the grand
4 testimony to the architectural beauty and religious harniony. Historical and cultural importance in Tourism

Development in Bidar. It is a place of delight to poets, artists, archaeologlsts historians, researchers and
tourist.
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