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Introduction: 
19thSocial Reform Movement in the Century ' in India. The same set of 

circumstances the impact of modern education, rational humanitarian and scientific 

approach to life which ushered in both in acting and reaction - reform movements, in 

religion were largely responsible for social movements in 19th and 20
th 

centuries. 

Ram Mohan Roy, a pioneer in Modern religious Reform Movements in India, was 

a!s(, the morning star of Modem Social Refonn Movement in the country. Social 

Reform became an integral part of religious Reform in India and this was equally 

true of Brahma Samaj, Pr31thana Samaj, Arya S;:maj <ind Satya - Shodak Samaj etc. 

Swami Dayanand Saraswati was a typical fearless social and religious refOlmer in 

the 19th century. Through his 1 ife and career he preached Indians to imbibe cOlJrage, 

fortitUde, moral , soundness, power, strength of body and mind and such other 

virtues as would make them independel~t and possessors, ofsovereign imperial sway. 

He claimed India for Indians. I 

Swami Dayananda Saraswati (1824-1883/ His ea rly life: 
Swami Dayanand was the founder at Arya Sumaj his childhood name was 

Mool Shankar. He was born in a small town Tankar3 in Gujarat in a conservative 

Brahmin family in 1824. He came into conniet with his farher when he war barely 

fourteen years of age for rejecting idol worship. He renounced his home in order to 

escape the entanglement of maniage and to seek to pacify the turmoil and 

commotion of his soul. For 15 years he led the life of a wandeling scholar in search 

of the knowledge which removed all doubts. His search took him into the hidden 

glades f the Mountain ranges of the Himalayas the VinJyas and the Aravalis and 

across the vnlleys nnd ::dong the b:mks of the G~l1lga, JamunJ. :md Narmada Rivers . 

He acquired a mastery of the Sanskri t lan gu:: ge, its gTnlllmar, and philosophy and 

religions liter~lture.3 Then at Mathura he spent two and" half years as a disciple of 

the blind Virjan~lI1da, a profound master f ancient learning, an erudite teacher and a 

rational thinker, who h,lted idol worship SLlrersl itioliS practices, and phiinsopi1ie 

I Ra j I<umar (ed), Essays on Modern India, Di scovery P bli shing HOUSE , New Delhi, 2003, p.62. 

Z (hhaju Singh B"wa, The Life 3 tld Teach ings of Sw"rn i .1;J YJn3nd 5 raswa ti, New Delhi, 1971 & 


Vidya Dhar M ahajan, Lead ers o f The N2tIO ' ld ll~ M OVl men t, Ster li ng Publi shers, New Delhi, 7-2 J . 


) Sri ' for de CJ iI J,lnlUn a Ndg, SociJI Refor ;;; 1;"/ til enU I f' II leteen th Century India, RBSA Publisher, 

Jo ip lIr, 1998, pp. 139-144. 

IL.J .\. C. S., Ail

mailto:nalini.waghmare@reiffmail.com


ISBN: 978-93-14457-18-8 


interpretation of the Vedas and then -:harged him with the mission to purge Hinduism 

of all its ugly accretions and abbreviations . In 1863, began his apostolic career which 

ended only with his death in 1883. 

These twenty year were a period f the most strenUOLlS labour touring over 

IndiCl., holding polemical discussion, preaching his gospel, orgali'izing the HArya 

Samaj" writing books and propagating social reform. 

The first Arya Samaj was established at Rajkot in Saurashtra in 1875, which 

was dissolved in a short time. Another Arya Samaj was started in Ahmedbad and the 

in Bombay.4 He established the Arya Samaj at Bombay in 1875. The Ten Rules 

ultimately adopted after much thought and discussion became the fundamental tenets 

of Arya Samaj and ali the Aryas were enjoined upon to conform to them strictly in 

their daily life.5 

Contribution of Arya Samaj to Indian Nalional Movement: 6 

Infallibility of Vedas: 
Swami Dayanand gave the call "Back to the Vedas". He believed that the 

priests h::!d corrupted the Hindu religion witl the help of PurU.IlCi.:;, 'wiiich were fuil of 

false te::\c hings . He asked people to rely only on Vedas which they wrote "Satyartha 

Prakash" in Hindi :, in whi ch he elaborated he main principle of '/edic religion and 

cl!lture . 

Ideals of Social and Rdigion Reform: 
The Arya Samaj provided useful service to Hindu Society as well by making 

onslau gc rt on ilS social evil s. It opposed Child - Marriage Polygamy, Purdah, 

Castei slll , the practice of Sati , etc, it incessantly worked for the edl!cati on of the 

fema lts. ,lbolilion of casteism and llpliflmen t of the depressed classes . inter Caste 

iv1aoi age~~ and Inter cJ inning was practiced by the members of the Arya Samaj in 

their rOlltine life . 

Spirit of NationaJism: 
Dayanand was a Nationalist. He remained Indians of their glorious past and 

spoke of "Swarajya, Swabhasha and Sivadharama ". He gave the popular slogan 

"India for Indians" .8 

• Ibid, p 143 
5 R .SChZlll ~ <;i J, Hi sto ry of Modern India, 1707-2000A.D., Atlantic Publis~e rs &Distribu to rs, New 

Del hi ,20 2. pp319-320 . 
., Tar ;l C l'ln ri , History of Freedom Movement in Inci iil, 1V1i ni st ry o f Inform,lt io n ,lnci Broadca sting 

GOV"I '1"1' " (>1111<11 .1, N(' w Del hi, 19 0, pp.421-4 :-4. 
\.\';, -i I: ,1,1I1d S,n,l:,wat i. Sa tycl ~t ha prak a s h , ~, hli Gudmai Pla i'diCJ cl kU lll dr" Arya Dharm arth Nyas, 

R <Ij~l' il I. :''' J9. (111 S 14 ') (Hi nd i) 
ti C! :.. ,; 10., .H.l nlllLi I'l r i'l tioll alrsm emu Hindu Sod ai Reform, Prmceto n, New Jersey, 1964.pp. 30. 
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Shuddi Movement.-9 

It stalted to take back the converted Muslims and the Christians into Hindu_s 

fold after purifying them. It was cal1ed Shuddi Movement. Many Hindus were 
!cor.verted to Christianity in ignorance. The Christian Missionaries had drawn large 

number of converts from among ~he uneducated, poor and depressed classes of the 

Hindus. They could not be taken back within hhe fold of Hinduism even if they 

desired it. The Arya Sarnaj opened the gates of Hinduism to them and defended its 

action on the basis of the Dharma of the Vedas. By its efforts, a large number of 

people were restored to the Hindu fold. 

Establishment of Arya Samaj: 

• 
He was established branches of Arya Samaj all over the country. It gained 

great popularity in Punjab. The Arya Samaj center in Lahore became famous for its 

acli vities. The Lahore Arya Samaj was established in 1877 and this led to the 

opening of Arya Samaj s in Arnritsar, Gurdaspur, Rawalpindi, Mullan, Meerut , 

Delhi, Roorkee, Kanpur and Lucknow. 

Propagation of F.ducation: 

Dayanand had realized that the strength of the West lay in their advanced 

knowledge. Thus, he wanted to spread education among the Indian masses. He also 

gave importance to female education. Soon the leaders of Arya Samaj started chains 

of sc hool s and colleges in India. 

Arya Samaj produced National leaders: 

Arya Samaj produced great kaders like La la Lajpat Rai , Swami 

Shradhananda and Mahatma Hansraj. In Lahore, Mahatma Hansraj establishf:d the 

D.A.V. College which opened a number of schools and colleg\!s in India . lts 


Educational Instilulions - Colleges of higher learning schools for Secondary 

i 
IEducation Institutions for the education for women, and institutions to impart 
~ 

education according to ancient Indian methods. 

Cow Protection: 

Another plank III the programme of the Arya Samaj which led to seriolls 

troubles was the prolection of the Cow. In 1882, a Cow Protection Association was 

formed, preachers were appointed for propaga nda, and funds were collecled to save 
1o 

cows frolll sl;wghter. The cause had Illuch to cOlllmend itse lf Ci S the cow is :1 great 

economic Jsset alld ilS preservation has enlisted the deep semilllentJI altJchl11ent of 

the Hindus . Emancipation of Women: The Arya S::lIn ::lj stooe! for equal rights of 

man :-Ind \vom:-lll in social educatioll:-ll nl:lttcrs. Thi s W;IS a distinct delllocr:ltic 

~ 

VS. K ~h
. 
,r ilf,i! Irilnsla crl by V.V.KlIl~Jrni Social Rf'for ~ r > ; 11 M,lh:1ra 11 ra cmel Grea t Indian 

Th in kers .An irudcJh <J Publ is hing House, 239 -243 . 

10 Tara Chand, History of Freedom Movement in Ind i<r, op.cit ., p.iJ 23. 
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conception. It however, opposed co-education. Since in the Vedic Period Co _ 
education did not exist. 

Upliftment of Dalits: 

The Arya Samaj opposed to the hereditary caste system. It stood, however, 

for the four castes, division of society t be determined by merit and not by birth. 

Since the Vedas laid dO'vvn such a divisi n and not by birth. Since the Vedas could 

not err, the Arya Sam,) , ..-J ld not proclaim the death of the caste system itself. 

The . '· .:moer's acti'"ill in sllch social work as Famine relief 
runni ng orpi :s ami \ 1 ! 

G~ndbits Movemcnt: 

Gandhi's principle of Satyagraha th ugh supported by Swami Shradhananda, 

was Vigm-ously opposed by Lala Hansa R.Ij. The Samajists also decried . Indian 

NationaJ CDIl ~f(~,S ~ UrpOr1 of the Khilafat Movement as also the ~" ' o- nation theory 

and the den \Tuslim ho me land : " ~lJ -\~ '-; Iim 
disturbance:: 1947),111 " .. j \ ; . ,tl1 

Volunteers) l, ) pr0lcct Hil1Ju P r-.)pL il : . . ' n t~ : I.. 

Role of Arya Samaj in Hyderabad Mukti Sailgram : 

~wami Dayanand Saraswati establis ed Arya Samaj on loth April J985 in 

Bombay. Later its center established in Marathwada in 1880 at Beed. There were 

many Itladers contribu ted to it. Amon g them Kundan prasadji, Gokul Prasadji, Pandit 

Bhagav<iti Prasad, Ramana nd Bhai , Mag;lO laji ,Babhuraoji, Manikpradaj i, Ban <; ilalji 

Tiwari . Later on Arya sa maj cenler shifted to Sultan Bazar in Hyderahad . It 

pres ideht was Bani ~ l e r Vinayak.rao Koratkar. Arya Samaj's centers were established 

in Aurangabad, Lalll :-,' Beed, Osmanabad, lJdgir, Ahmadpur, Hjngol i, Parabhani , 

Sol3.pur aml 1<.11113. Through these centee ArY1 samaji propagated Arya samaj 

princip~es andnatjonalism among the peo Ie. Through press Arya samaj also 

propagaterl against Nizam mle. Even it had done a major role in Hyderabad freedom 
struggle, II 

Promot~ Hindi: 

Dayanand had a fervent love for Hindi (Devanagari) Indian' s own lan guage. 

He directed his foJlow:::rs to spread and promote Hindi . 

Hmveva, ~lS mentioned the Arya Snmaj played a progressive role in the 

earlier ~[ages of lndian nationalism. However, when rhe n[ltional awakening 

broaden~d :lIld deepened. When the national mo vement reJched greater and greate r 

secll br heights , it beca l1l e a 11 i pclrance to the growth of Jnd ian N ati OIlJ1iSill by 

ii Ra mc,h Parvl' ( ... , ' J, (on \ III;~Jti o n of MJra thwad il III the Hyder ab<Jd Freedom St ru gg le, Socia l 

Scienc e RE';porter, Latur, 2015, pp. 169 -171. 
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contributing though unconsciollsly to the creation of a belligerent religious 

communal atmosphere . J? 

Humanity: 
./

Throughout hi s life Dayanand endeavoured to purge the humanity of the 

prevalent social and reli gious evils. He was a visionary who looked far ahead of hi s 

times and visualized a society based on social justice, equality of opportunity and 

political freedom. He was the view that character of the nation was the real 

foundation on which the superstructure of political uplift could be built. I3 

Conclusion: 

• 
Swami Dayanands attitude towards social reform was more rational than his 

attitude towards religious faith. He spoke against hereditary caste system, polygamy, 

child marriage, and supported women's equality with men. He highlighted the 

necessity to give compulsory education to children and that it should be taken up by 

the State. He made it cl e;lr he could not tolerate persecution of untouchables. The 

Arya SaJ1laj occupies the most important place in the history of soc ial and reli giou s 

refonns in India . The principle purpose of thi s Samaj is to do good to the world 

spiritual, physical and sociaL Most of the Arya Samaj followers adopt principles in 

their life till tod<lY· Thu s Arya Samaj gave a new life and Vigour to Hindui sm 
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