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Introduction: 
. Mahatma .]Qtirao Phllle was a w ell-known social reformer of Maharashtra in the nineteenth 

century. He worked ceaselessly for education of the women and the, D;lIits, for upliftment of th e 
underprivileged and ' the downtrodden, and for reforlT' of the Imlian social s tructure. He was 
revolu tionill-yin his thinking and i~ a constant source 0 f inspiration for new generation of intellectuals. 
Mahat~a Phuie (18i7-1890)~ Among the pioneers who revolted against social and religious 
inequalities in the e;;trly 19 th century was] tirao Govindrao Phule , who .came to be known as 'Mahatma' 
in Maharashtra. While oth er reformers cOllcentrat ed more on reforming the social institutions of famil y 
and m~rriage with special emph~~is o~ .the status and rights of w9men,J()tiraoPhule revolted a~ains t the 
unjust Caste system, under which mIllions of people had suffer:ed Jar centunes. In particular, he 
courageously:upheld the cause ofthe untouchables and took up the cudge,ls for th e poor peasants, Vii 

, Awakenings elf-respect in the peasants and toiling masses, he infused courage in them to s tand 
up aga inst the poverty and soCial injustice, an,' agains t oppressive, unjust an,d inhuman H!TIllu pri estcraft 
and the caste system. He also imb:.Jed them with new thoughts, new ideals of hum an dign ity, equali ty and 
sel f-sal va tion.vil 

]Qtirao wanted now to organize hi s followers a nd workers, so that th ey might assimilate his 
rational ideas and bring them into, effect. It was his a im also to show t,heGovernment how the peasants 
were being exploited and how they were>. ffe ring from a desperate, grinding poverty and glaring social 
inequality. He strove hard to raise th e Atisudras to the level of the Shudras, lost rights are not secu red 
without a struggle. Jotirao knew well tha t the upper castes e,specially the Brahmins would be not only 
unsympathetic but also intolerant, a nd th at the tradition-mongers would not easily give up their 
privileges, position and power. 

There was lio question of their expecting to get any political rights as they had no s trength a nd 
organi;lation behind th e m. $0 he decided to set up an organization to preach his ideology. 
Satya Shodhak Sarnaj: 

Accordingly jotirao convened on September 24, 1873 a meetin g of all his admirers and · 
diSCiplines at Poona. About 60 men from many importatlt centres of Maharashtra assembled , Jotirao 
made an impressive upon his followers the necessity of a central institution for the guidance of the 
movement. After some di scussion and seve l'il l other speeches, it was agreed to form an institution , There 
was much enthusiasm a mong the chosen li eutenants uf )otirao, They decided to orga nize the missioll and 
to spread the message of the movement, )otirao named this ir:lstitution ' Sa tya-Shodhak-Samaj-Truth 

. Seeking1 Socie~. . . . ' 
, It mu st be mentioned here that Jotirao's three Brahmin friend s, Vinayak Bapuji Bhanddrkar, 

, Vinayak Bapuji, Dengle and Sitaram Sakh a rarTI Datar helped jotirao and his colleagues to establish the 
Satya Sh.odhak Sainaj.jotira o was el ected fi rs t President and treasurer of the Satya Shodhak Samaj and 
Narayanrao Govindrao Kadalak was elected its firs t Secretary. 

Objectives of the Sarnaj: 
The ' objects of the Samaj were to redeem th e Shudras and Atishudras fro m the innuence of 

Brahmanical Scriptures under which th e Brahmin priests fl eeced them to make the m conscious of th eir 
human rights, and to liberate them from mental and religious slavery,vi i . . 

A nt,ember at his initiation into the Sam aj had to take an oath in th e name of God Kh a nclerao a nd 
declare his allegi;Jnce to British rul e, M'I h late r, th e d C~ I ~ h of th e found er the Sa maj , the gO JI was 

(1,' summarized as follows: 

All mell are the ch ildren o f one God, who is thus thei r pa re nt. 

As there is no necess ity of a n in term d iJ ry to app n>;J lh the II1o thE' 1 or to pleas t' t il t' f.lt l\cr, t ill're 
,--.. 	 is no need o f a n int erm edi a ry s uch as a pr ies t or ~ lJrecppt or I n enable the dcvpr r> ,.' ro n "'e !' !!; ,' 
prayers to God, . 
Anyon e accep ting th,H princip le is qll;·l]ili ed to he ~ 111 (, I11\) r l' ot d,C S ~ll" i l ~ : I I ,)(lkil Silt )) ;)j . 
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Memb~rshipoft~eSaJQ~H, . .. ... ... .. ...; . . . .. .. ' . .. 

Memb~q;~~p QfUl~Samaj Was',e}CtemJed to all c;.astesim;ludillg BrahmiQs a.nd Maharas and Mangs 
and even Ie\\!$ <;lnd ~us.limswere its m.ember in its eariy stage. The weekly meetings were held Sundays at 
the placesW/1erebrarithe~ of tile S~tYacShodhak Samaj ~ere establis~ed ; · . 
Subjects: The subjects d\scilss.ed were,the 

• . 	 The.necessityoftemperarice aiId compulsory efiucation. 
• 	 EncO:lIfageinent ofSwadesigoods. . 
• 	 OislddgingtneBraIl..rtin j>riestJrom t e pOSition he held in the,religious field . 
• 	 M(jking aIT;mg~nielltsfor p~r.formin marriag~at min:IliUIli'e){pen<;ps, anq 
• . Freeing iTien·fhirtithe beiietS in astro logygho~ts and demons. 
• 	 The ·ri1'afri attackwas upohthe caste !>ystem aJd idol-worship. Emphasis was also on the principle 

of the fatherhood ofGod and the brotherhood of man. . 
• 	 M~dium o(in~·c·tio.n ill·Ma·~thi. Jotirao stated that God read the human mind and understood 

. . thi;yeatnirigs'and prayerof'every human being; . . . . . . . 
Pil1.ile'and 'hi; siicialref4rrns:v1IAfter founding educatiomjJ hiStitutions,Jotiraotilrned llisattentiOn to 
social reforJIls ·tiystriIQng atage~riH social traditions. The issue o(widow rerriardage~as extremely 
sensitive alidj'otirao was deeply Ihoved by th plight of Hindu widows. . 

. . .. . .. 	 . . , 

1. 	 women's ·Education: Education of womeri and the lower castes, he believed, deserved priority. 
Hence at he began educating his wi fe Savitribaiand openea ·a girl 's school in August 1848. jotirao 
Phule opened two more giris' school ~ during 1851-52. 

2. 	 Primary Education: jotirao Phule las aware that primary education among the masses in the 
E!ombay presidency was very ~uch neglected. He arguedthat '3 gooddeal of their poverty. their 
wa~t ofself-reliance, their entire de >endence upon the learned and intelligent classes' could be 
a~ribl,lted to the'deplorabI'e state of ducatio,n among the peasa~trY'. · . 

3. 	 WidQw Remarriage: The issue of idow remarriage ;""as extremely sen'sitive and jotiraQ was 
deeply mcivedby :the plight of Hin u widows. in 1864· he got a widower of t~e Shenvi · caste 
remarried. He founded an anti-abo rti on centre where widows could deliv~r their babies and have 
the'm ·cared f~r. This was the first institution of its kind. It saved the 'widows from loneliness and 
from the killing of their infantS. loti rao gave ·protectionto pregnant widows and assured ·them 
thatthe orphanage would take care ()f their children. It was in this orphanage run by jotirao that 
a Brahmin widow gave birth to a boy in 1873 and Jotirao adopted him as his son. 

4. 	 EqualitY of Sex: jotirao refused to regard !the Ve'das 'as sacrosanct He opposed idolatry ann 
denounced the Chaturvarnya. In his book Sarvajanik Satya Dharma Pustak published in 1891. hi~ 
views on religious and social issues are given in the form ofa dialogue. 
According to him, both rilen ;lnd women Were erititled ' to enjoy eqUal and It was a sin to 
discriininate between human b i·rigs on the' basis of seX: .He stressed the unity of man and 
envisaged a society based on li berty, equality. and fraternity.vlI He was aware that religious 
bigbtryand aggressive nationalism d ~stroy the unity of m~ri. ·· , " . 

5. 	 Upliftment of UritouchabJes: !otirao tooJd m imj:lOrtant s teptowards solving the problems ~f 
ilieuntouchables by training activis ts from the untouchable' cas tes. Hetkught them to write and 
give speeches·and guided them in solial work. . 

6. 	 Orphanage: In 1876, Jotirao was ncminated as a member {)f the Poona Municipality. He tried to 
help the people in the famine s tnckeu areas of Maharashtra when a severe famine in 1877 forced 
people in therural area to leave the' r villages. Some of them had to leave their villages. Some of 
them had to leave their children behind and ari'appeal issued on 17 May1877by lotirao indicates 
thatthe Victoria O~pha'lage was fouuded un4er the auspices of the Satya -Shodhak Samaj to look 
after these unfortunate childreri. From the beginning of the year 1879 Krishnarao 8halekar , one 
of his 'Deenabandhu ' which was th e organ of the Satya -Shodhak Sarna}. The weekl y a rticul ated 
the grievances of the peasants and w ~ rkers . 

His writings:vliJotirao wrote numerous bool,s of prose and abhangs in Mara thi in pe rsuasive s ty le. He 
called his abha ngs, akh an da ( endless). He also composed Mangalashtakas to be su ng at wedd ings . These 
songs were include d ill th e Sarvajan jk Satyd h ~ rrn a. 

1. 	 Gulamgiri ( 1873) 
2. 	 Shetk" ryac ha ASlld ( 1883) 
3. 	 Sa rvajanik Satya Dharma ( Ii 'Ill 
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4. Shivaji Powada CH1(9) 

'. 5 . . rrritirfl ~atn.a ( W,8~) 
6. ' E fi.ara (HillS). . 
7. Brahmanathe Kasal) (.1869) 
I . 

toncilJsion: Gre;lt men of alf'llges. SJleak in different languages, but .their teaching is the same. Eachsun 
brings a new day. so every gre,ltman offers a chance to society for irilprovement ' 
joti~~~ .:thougti!;S weret!ndQ.~~tedl)' i~spired by noble, lasting human yali,ies. The language he used to 
exPr~~ thes~; tt:I~liglttS' w~s, iR~Ji With the.ardour of fiery FmotioR. Hi~ genius had I the power to 
traIisceit(l the present imd to:IQQKinte-lhe'remote past .ahdthe very distant future. .. . . . 
Mak.¢~~ qf~a ,nev:.;,.VfQrld ~r a' n~w ~~dY ..i;e atw~y~ ol,lt'ofstepwlth s ociet)'. Men .of.dominant will. they 
overStep ' ~ ncierit l11wS lllldm:lst0~The igno~ntillways; iive in shive~i Cirdln~ry f"eif'liv~ in' submiSsion; 
but a man ofiriission breakS· all:bond5' Joti~o broke the b:>ndageOf Indian: woman- iladenabled l "'~r; to 
ma\<e hersel~ free; !'Ie b(r~kei ihe bonds·bf menta) slavery that were tie~ .to ; ~he; nec~pftlie lower ~la~ses by' 
scriptures and · priester-aft. Hl broke the fetters ' of the untouchables . whiCh , they had borne for ages. It 
neralded' a new drawil Jor', till!m~lt was he who raised a hue and: cry against: thejr ~xploiters and 
contented. t~e wl)()le nl1tion ,*Q~ld be happy and contended. jotirao was thus the face of IibeI1)' in revolt 
Filled;"vith a heroic ethical pUTP.0se.:/otira(ls ~~hico-r~ligious person,dity stallds on a high spirihIalplane. 
~y his e~phaSis oriuilth•. ~q~a..itY a)ld. Rum!'l n\s~, Ma~atn,a ~hule: ocaiPies a!?!a,c~i,n thJ! p~nth~on ; of 
great thmkel's) and , sag~s of:lndi,a~ When our soclenr wll) attam the goal oh9claland econ.onilCe.quahty 
and ~ every man will uphpid i£verY i:igIi't of every oilie.. man which he' hims'ljlf erijOYS, jQtiraos ·aim will be 
fulfilled. . . '." . ' 1f.. . . 
Referen~es: ' J . 

Arun Sadhu. Maharashtra, National Book Trust, New Delhi, 2001. 
Chausalkar Ashok,. Mahatma Phule ani Shetkari Chalwal l ~.'ahatma Phule and the Peasant 
Movement). Lok Yangmaya Griha, 2 01. . 

• Deshpand~. G.P( ed);Sel'ec~ed Works of jotirao Phue ,Leftword B"ooks, .New Delhi, 2002. 
• Dhanj~y Keer. Mahatmajotirao Phoo]ey, , ( Father of Indian . Social Revolution). ' Popular 

Prakashan, Bombay, 1974. . ..... . 
HariNarke ( ed), Mahatma Phule Gaurav Granth, MaharashtraState Govt, Mumbai; 1982. 
Kulkarni A .. ~,Mahatriia-joi:i~o Pliule Samajik and Sakshanlk Karya, Diamond publication, Pune. 
2.0 08. . 

• Omve]t;Gail,jotiba. Pbule ' ~ni Strce-Mukticha Vichar ( PI~ul~ and Womens Ifher<ltion), Lok 
Vangmaya Griha, 2001. . . 

• Patil P.G. ( .'Frans), Collected Works of Mahatma Jotirao Phule. VOL.l, Slavery. Education 
Oepartm~l)t, {;ovt o'f Maharashtra, Bombay. 1991. . 

• Phadke Y;D" Mahatni~; Phtile Samagra Vagmay, Maharashtra Rajya Sahityaand Sansl<ritLMollllal. 
Mumbai; 1969. . . 

Salunka. Maha,t~a Ph!,1l~ ;ni Dhann~ ( Phule and Dharma). Lok Vangmaya.·Grjha, Muh1bai, 200 1, 
Sambhaji Kahan!t, .. ~ah,atma PhuleAl'!i'Satya Shodhak Jalse. Sahitya Seva Prakashan, Aurangabacl, 
199Q . . . 

• Sriram Gundikar, M~ha_tma PhuJ·e Sahi~a ani "Sahityamulya,"~Aru~ I?argavkar, Pratilna Pra"kashan, 
~une 2002. . ' . . . • . 

• Tilrk~te~nha: Laxma~s~astrijOshi. jotira~ Phule, (Trans) by Daya Agarwal. National Book Trust. 
New Delhi, 19?2. ., . 

159 


