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Assistant Professor, Deeartm ' nt of Hi sLOry. T il, k Maharashtra VidyapeS!!2, Pune. 

Introduction: The art of M etal-craft in Ind ia is as o ld [1S it s history in which 
inlaying of one metal upon another holds a distillguished position. Like painting and 
text il es, inlaid metal -craft presen ts a fa sc in;1tillg varie ty recalling mind the history 
and custom of different regions of this vast country. It tell s the story of conquest <Inc! 
bloodshed, devotion and refinl'lllcnt blended witll sublime emot ion wrought in the 
l<l nguage of hammer and chisd.A numher of tLlditions of craft s based on metals 
alloys, gems and stones flouri s ll cd in ancient lndia. Many of these traditions st;lrteu 
in ancient India and continu e vigorously even in Modern India. Once such crafr is 
Bidriware. Bidriware became the special ty of Bidar from where it derives its name. 
Bidri arti c les are well-known for th l:ir arti stic ~Jega nce ; and beauty in Ir.uia and 
abroac l 

This craft was in trouuced in RHlar dUI·ing the ru le of Bah<11ll;lni . It is st;l tcu Ih,lt king 
Ahmed Shah \Vali brought S(l lllc<;kil led \\'orf- u s from Iran for the lOllSlruni(ln oC 
Rangin Mahal and some of theill were ex pert'i in go lu :I nd s il vc r \I'ork. Abdul bin 
Kai ser was proficient in inla ying 'ii lvc r ,Ind gold on l inc ~t1 l oy J llt.1 ill IllClkil lg fill e 
;l rti cles of arti stic cxcc:ll ence, The th en ,; Uit: lll . wking kcen intne>! in tili s 
handi craft, Slitrted a tr<lilling centre in the ('Vlelhmud Gaw:ln Mad <1r~ a IOC;ll cd in 
Bidar. Enjoying roya l ratrona ~: c, lilis cra l't l·c;lc hed a high degree of exce lleilce, 111 
the cou rse of the ce nturies, it W:1S further developed in BideH which hecame its mos t 
reputed centre. 111 recen t · yc ,lrs, :;o mc Bidl i c raft smen of Biclar migrated to 

Hyderabmj and Auran gabad afkr the reorgani t.: lti,) 11 o f the Sta tes. 
Here made :I n at lempt to take a l>r il: r revicv,; of lit ' railire 0 11 Biuri\Vare: 
English Books: 

• 	 Shcrwan i H .K., l\1ah/ll/ld Gilli'GlI, The C;,-eal Ba/lIl/lIlIi WlIzir, Kit<l bi~tall 
Allahnbad, J942. 'Thi s hook focuses on life sketch of W;lzir [\/1;lhulmcf 
Gaw8n ilnct hi s role in lj,lh<l 111ani Dyn~hty 

• 	 S.A.Q.HlIsaini, "Balzll/nn S hah-The FOllllder of the Bahll/alli Killgdolll" , 
Firnw K. L.l\.'Iukhopadha ya , Cl iclili <I , 1960. This book gi ves deul iI 
information about the life ., kdch of I·]asan Gangu Babma n Shah, fOllnu er of 
the Bahmani dynasty and his achievements. 

• Jamila Brij Bhushan , Illdiall Metalware, All India Ha ndicrafts Boa rdr Ministry of COJllmerce <1ncl industry nov'~rnlT1ent of India, Bombav, 196 J . 
This book givcs a hirei' s cye view or l ilt: llidian ]Vl ct,·i! wa re, It ;ll so c:, ~; ve iHid 
illformal ion ,l hollt 13icll·jw:1. ,;. • 

• 	 S, KSinh;l, " Medieval flis /ory of (lie D eccan, Vol. I, IJnlw/JIa II is ", 
I-Iyclerab'lLl. j 9()4 This bou).; rocus~ ,)11 llistory 0 1' B<lhlllallY rtllers alld th~il 
:lc lli cvemcllt ill;1 wei ll ·: lnI1cr . 
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,., f erishta Mohammed Kasim' s Tariklt -i- 'erisilta , translated from the original 
Persian by John Briggs under the titl e of "History of the Rise of the 
Mohammedan Power ill Illdia till the year A.D.1612" ( 4 Volumes), 
R .Cambray and Co.Culcutta, 1966. The se books g i ve information about the 
Musl im rul e in India from the beginll in g to till 16 12 in I ndia. And al so g ive 
informa tion about Bahmany dynasty and ' ar idski lli rul e in D eccan . 

• 	 T.N .Mukherji , "Art Mallufactllres of Illdin" , Navrang, N ew D elhi, 1974. 
This book focuses on a brief account of the most important art-manufactures ne 
of India', those arts history, place of manllfacture, pliccs and Bidri w Jre <ll so 

hic h in vo l ved in a brief manner. 
. and • G.:orge ,C.M .J?irdwood, " file bldlls ,'l ial Arts of Illdia", IJ<lr,lh-i-Adabiyat­
;tory i-D elhi, [974. This book focu ses 011 brief [li story or in(lllstri ,li Art in Indi ,l 
. and like go ld, sil ver, metal, br<lSs, .IL\V!' ll ery, ;lrms, mll sie<:d instruments, 
1 the ci:trn<lSCe lle w ork, household decorative , Gil ll 'iw:lre etc art s I1lcnt iollC(1 w ith 
etal s photos and their uses in a well 1ll~lnner. 
"ned • The Gazetter of Bidar District, publi shed by G overnment of Karnata b 
el ft is 1977 . It illu stration of Bidar 's general hi story, ulukas , people, agricu lture, 
;.l lll e. ind us tries , ~c ollo 'l1i c trcuds, reve ll ue, t:dllciliun, cultu re and plil CCS o f 

~lnd interes t :I n(\ fe w Mathas of Bi d~I J di str ic t ,liso Il1c'nlio ncti in I)r ief. 

• i'vl ark Zebrowsk i , fiidri ,).fetn/ware .frol/l l.I llI lIIl c C ou rlS of lodia (Art [; I ~ i 
k i Ilg N u. l , J982) This book focuses Oil lii"i or ,:; !I il ll pur i ;ll lCC (l l Bi d l·iIVJ re. 

) 11 o f • 	 K . l<.Rlsav~l raja ," HistolY (fud ('II/lU r e li/ Koul(I/u /w" ( K JI'Il ;I\;I~ ; l 
11 bin Uil il l'I',; il y, Dilarw;lr, J 98-1 ). ThiS lllh)k ['()l 'I I')CS () 11 ", lll )k K.lJ'Il auk:i hi .'> t ll I Y 
; fi ne ,\ild i ts culture. A lollg w ith tila t i t JI.;o giles infolllldii :) 11 u f inLiepenl lcllce 

thi s movemellt in Karnataka , Brit ish r lile .I nd \lllificil iun of K;ll'll ataka. 
ed in 

• S US;lll Stronge," BidrilVare io/a id lIl etal j i'01Jl ru dia" ( Vic luria and A lbert 
~·c . In lvl\l seu111 , L o ndon, 1985). It focuses 1)(1 : o lkc tcd Bidn lla re arti cles i n deta il 
mos t 111;l nncr . 

ed to • 	 IJ,lSOOll Kh an Shcl'Iv<l l1i , Th e fi ll /l1l/ fi llis iiI the /) CCC(JII , MlI llshi r ;ln l 
i\ '1,lnoil :l ri al Publ ishers Ltd, N ew Dc: lh i , J 985. T il is bonk h)C ll SeS on de t<li I 
Ili story uf Bahm,lni dynas ty anu its hi .; to;;.:; ,1 iJ II [)Url allC<::. 

• Gc::ol'ge Michell (cd) , "Islamic H eritage 0/ fhe Decc(lu ", M ;lrg publiC< lri clil . 
bi sr:tn I <) :-;6. T hi s boo', k focuses of IslaI'll rlil e in Dt:('C~111 ,1 III I Bid;l !' and Bidri w~lrc 
lU mad llIenti oll cd in a hi stori c;}[ pcrspecti ve. 


A bdul A:~ i z , " DevelopilleHt Prug ra/lllll cs fu r W eaker Sectio:ls", Prin t well 

dOlll " , pu bl isiJ ers, Jaipur, J989. Thi s book fo( IISCS 011 B idri w:lrt: as well as socio­
detai l economi c cond iti ons and go vern ment pC' l ic i ~s Cor B iuri art isans menti oned in 

(del' of a uetaill1lanner. 

• Kr ishna Lal , NatiOlwl i).JII seulII Collet'lion Jl irlrill 'lI u'. N:1lioll.i1 1 MU SCll l11 . 
B oard Nell' Ddhi , J ~90. It g,l ve dcl;l i l illi rudll L' liu l l to Ij ill r iw;lIc, ihorigil l, m:ltcr ial, 
[ 96 1. lllPls ;ll ill iJl1[)lclll Cn ls, Jlr occ ~s u l 111.. llIl .I<.' IIIJ'C ,l lld dl,t;1 1! ilil '()rIl1 ;lti () 1l :ti )(lU\ 

e bri ef Bitlr ill'are ill the Il:lJi ollal nlU Sl.'lll11 n dllx t ip ll,. 

• 	 C ~ , Y;l L(i:llli' s book "Ric/or ils Ilis /ory iliitl ,\Ioilluitents"( 1\1 <'l \ iJ :tI 
.. !' 

1(11 11.\ , \)all<Jra ~ idil s , D eilli , J. 99 S) It i lll ,,1 1'<'( 1 ,il ,' l i ill ,ll ', 11i st(l I ), IllO!l UIllCll t" :Ir l . 
III thcir 
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architec ture, dra willgs ;IIKI photography and historica l data collected in o rder 
to present the subjecr in correct perspective. 

• 	 ARahman (ed), "History of Indian Science Technology and Culture 
A.D. 1000-1800", Oxford Univers ity Press, New Delhi, 1999. Thi s book 
focuses on deve lop mcnt of science alld tec hnology in med ieval peri od to 
modern era . It also involved Bidriware and its sc ientific ana lys is in a brief. 

• 	 George Mic hell and Ma rk Zebrowski , The New Cambridge History of 
India, Cambridge Universi ty Pre s, Illdia, 2006. Thi s book focu ses on 
Deccan fort s. palaces, mosques, tomhs, a rchitecture , Illiniatllre painting, 
tex tiles, stone objects, t~.mp l es and metalware. It gave pictorial l1lid ­
seventeenth century Bidriware obje·t. . 

• 	 AR.KlIl karni, Dr. i\1.A. N<lyec rn, D r.Radhika Seshan, "HistolY 0/ tHoriem 
Deccan (1720/24-1 48)- Volllme 2, (socio- ecolZomic alld cllllural aspects)", 
Ahu l Kalam Az,lCl O ri ental k~search [nstitute, Hyderabad, 2009. Thi s boo k 
gives us information abou t his tory of Decca n ;:t nd it s soc i-economic <tnd 
c ultural s tud y in a \-vell m;:t nner. And industri al, arts and crafts, Bidr iwJ re a lso 
involved in a oriel' I. ,::lnner. 

• 	 J :l gdish Mill ;) !. BidriH'w'e alld DIIIIIII~ce ll e work ill ./agdish alit! Klllllia 
/'rlittal l\1{{Se llll/ ofllldi{{1l Art, ,Ll gd ish J ild K:lIlila i'ditl~ll r'vl W' c' IIITl or 1 1 )(. l i~l n 
An , Hyderabad, 20 11 . It fO~'II S c _ on collec ted Fifty Bidri l,vJ IT :Irlicks III 
dctai l Ill;lnncr. Th is h()u k p n) "i d ~~s ~In lIpcl atcd hi s tory uf thi s fli(lri (I';ill in 
Gidar ;:rrd Hyder<1b'l d . 
A.S. BhClrathi , The Antiquities alld Architecture of Sidar . TI :is ('(lCU '>" ", Oil 

Bidetr brief hi story and nlllnlllll t: nlS of BiJar along wi th Biel;lr Fol'[ ;lIlJ it s 
a rchitecture. 

Kannnda Books : 
• 	 M .K , M~~itri, B idrikale;;ulll -Ku/'I/a/okada Kaleg alll (Kan l1 <1d,1 Vi s lllVa k(dl _ 

2), it ga ve bri et ililrodll <" .:o n ( 11 Bi dril ', Ire, 
• 	 RiljendLI Y <11'11<1 1, "Visit jI 'lIl'ig lzl tl Bidrikale" ( Pr:1 S ar:lll~d, C)lIlb;(r::'~l 

Universi ty, G ulb"rga , 1996). Thi~ book focu ses 0 11 Bidril'''I, ,: hi s lory, 
process, tec hniques (I nc! ill1POrl ,lIlCC in bri ef. 

V.M.Bag"ya t, Bidrika lc (Ka l'l1al ,lb Lalitka la :\cadeIllY, Ban ga lore , 2004). 
This book explains the proc . S5 of Bidriware ;:tncl its pic tures in a brief 
Ill<l nner. 

• 	 SOll1anatha Yalavara a nd Prerna Si rs he (ed), " Bidar Zilla Dars /Illlla "( 
Pr;:ts;:tfanga Gulbarg 1.ni vers ily, Gul barga, 2005), It d isc uss the Bid:1 r 
dis tri cts history , nH ) /l1 1 Illf~ ll ls, art , culture; relig ion , ecl ucn tioll , poliri e ll , 
inscr iptions a nd B id;lr 's dcvehlpl1l': lll ill t. hi s 2 1" century mellti uned 

• 	 (' Bidar District - Kalil/ada L'lIil'C'I'sily, Epigmpltical Ser ie.\' - ).Ill]" , 
PraS;llil llg,l Kil11l1 ;JeJa UIJilcl.,: j y, I-Llillri Viclyaran)'C1; 2006 Tj~i s hlHll\ ~' i'l'S 
t1et~li l illforrnali o ll 01 1 \',lri Ll ll s il1 suiplioll :; whi c h foc li s on Bidar iliSlOI')', .. 	 tvl.M.Boralkar , Vi.\'1n l'a I'rns irldha Bidrikale, K"llnacla ll ~ l dli LckIJ:Ji, ;lr;( 
IVlallll Od ll g;(r;1 .');l h: lb r:1 .'):111 :'11:1 .': jn lTl it :t, GlIlb ,l rg~l , 20 II , ( K;lllllad :il . 
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This book focuses on Bidriware it hi ., tmy, origin, techniques, marketing and 
few National and State Award Bidri ArtIsans names mentioned. 

• 	 P.K.Khandoba (ed), Hyderabad Kanwtaka Smnskritika Vishaya Koslw: 
Lalitakala Volume , An cultural suhject Encyclopedia of Hyderabad 
Karnataka on Folklore ill K;111rl:U ;1. institute of Kanna cJa, Gulbarga 
University, Gulbarga, 2012. It fuCL ses on brief Bidriware Artisans 
information. 

• 	 Dr. Rehman Patel , "f(anwlaka Bidri ;(ale Vandu AdhyaJ1a ( Bidri Art of 
Kamataka - A Study)", Indian I~ oyal Academy of Art and Culture, 
Gulbarga, 2012. This bo ()1z focus on lkl,(i I history of Bidar and Bidri ware, it s 

, techniques, designs, marketing in a \~ cllll1'l nner. 
Articles published in Books 

Heyne Benj<Jlllin , 1111 A,CCOlillt of the B idder (Virl,.i) ware ill India (Asi,l t ic 
Journal, No.lIl, March, I ~ 17). It focli sl S on a shon note on the industr y ;1t 

Bidar. 

• 	 K.V .N.Gowd," [JidrilVore" Censlis 01 India 196 1 Vol IT Part VTI-A (3) 
Sel ected Crafts of Andhra Pr:ldesll, f )(: lhi , 1967 It focu ses on Bi clriwarc :Ind 
its ililporlance. pp.J -4. 

N;lgvi Shallir M., ,. lJid,.iJl'are I\'illil(l l"'ill l reIl!lellcl' 10 ils C0 11I'Clioll ill Ihe 

Slole iHllselllll, LIICkIlOJII ", JOUJ'll,il llf Iltii ;l n MI ;';Cdll1 ~, V(lI. XXV lI, 19S0, 
New Delhi. It expressecl the coll eCli tlll l It' l.~ i ( l ri w~ I! t:.p pS-S. 

Lelll Andre. /s/rlll1ic i \,.,II S IIlId !I,.,I/o/l,. .Ii·ol!l privilte o ;//(; eliolls( 
cop hen hagen, 1982). it fUCllJ'_" on Hid!1 'ell'e ll sc:d ill the lime cC W; II ·. 

Jagadisl1 l\1itt ;t/, Im/a-ls/alllic i'vielll/ fllid G/asswilre ill 1111 age of sp/el/rlo r 
Is/alllic Art in India ( j'vlil rg [lUllli ;;lIioIlS, BOlllbay, ISlSJ). It g i ves 
illforlll;llioll on 13idri pl<ltes. 

S.La.Niece aUlI GM(lrlin .The T ee /Ill in / eXl/ lllil/ l/l ioll IdBirfrill'lIre, studies 
in conservati on, 1987. It focuses Oil B i\ !I ware pn1cc·" .· ;Inti 11 0\\' ;1 Bi(jr iw;l !c 
converting in a bl;lck I1lcntil )lled ill a '~' I\ Iltilic. 

l\'l 'lhmud Syed .f:tJ':1r. Me/({f Tech/ll'/(Igy ill ;1icr/iel'ol }"di(/, ( J);IY; I 
publi shing H ouse, New D elhi, 1988). 1t ; x ~)rcsse<ll ile Gi,lri Illetallurgy. 

• 	 S.S<Jfrani , Bidrill'(Lrcji'ol/l lly dcUlbu(/ IlllriDirlar ill Ihe Los A/lge/s cOlllltry 

Museilln of Art ill Golcollc/a alld l/y.iem/}(lr/.( i\ 'i ;.lrg publi cation , 1992). 
This focus es on Bid!i phtcs ,llld other ci t ' Ign il S well (I S rictllres i ll detail. 
Savitri Chaudary, Bidar, BJ,allllllli, ivl ;,g;lz.ine, October, 2002. It exp ress ed 
the Bahamani rul ers intcl cst on b~'~I I.,() ami (\rli ~ tic. And Bah,1nl;ll1i rulers 
patronage thc B idriwarc. 

Rehman Patel , Bidr; / \,-1 : 111/((11([ ,Hetll/ (;ijt ji'olll BIl/t/llGlllrtlli 
SII/trlllllte, Bidar Utsav. D is tri ct CI llllCil Ilf ('l ilIIIIT, [lid;!r , 20()<) . ft 
e ·\rITs~ed til e bricr illforl1ld ti l ll1 \)1\ 11 ,lii\\ ;uc ih 1)li!'i ll to lSlh L'l' ll(my.pp. 70­
77 
De~lh~ll1lsl1a HllrJ;l g i ,llld ILIll1sh;! k.f\'i, C"il//o/lIiC/llll1dra ( C}/(/ndmpfJ(i 
Ilc!Jbllllwr I lb/lil/ll11dll/la (;wI/I{,), U,I;HiIlJdll 1-( ;IIII1:llI.1 Sallgh:1, I-klllll' ;1 
S:llllilili, 13i d;'lr , 2t111. (1'~;JlIlU d;! I . II 1"l' l ,", , 'II U II~11l I II Bici! i, i( .~ 
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development , manufacture, too ls , techniques and uses of Bidriware. pp.28­
38. 

• 	 K.M.Maitri, Bidrikalegalu, Karaku shaia Kalega·]u, Karnataka University, 

Encyclopedia part-II. It focus on Bidriware its tools and techniqu es . pp. 127­
134. 

Catalogues: 

• 	 Choudhary Anil Roy, Bitlriware (Salar lung Mu seu m, Hyuerabad, 1961). It 

focu ses on Bidriwa re' s hi story, process and collections. 


• 	 Sujit Narayan Sell, Catalogue on Dalllascene Alld Bidri Art ill the II/diall 

lvll/seltm (Indian Mw;cum Kolkata, 1983). The author introduced the Bidri 

Art wi th picture in a beautiful man ner. 


• 	 G.N.Pant, Catalogue vf Edged /Inl/s alld Armollr ill Salnr JlIlIg 1'v!IISeltlll ( 

Salar lung Mus eu m, J-IyderabLld, 19~9). It gives information on Bidriware 

history and its uses in ;JfJlIY and their making process mentioned. 


• 	 Bidri Art Allciellt Art (Bidar Jilla Udyama Kendra). It invol ves very few 

pictures on Biclriware and in brief mo.nner. 


• 	 Hal/dierafts lJidriware of Bielar Kamataka, (The office of the de vel opment 

con,missivller, Mini stry of Textil es. GO'.'crnment of Incii;l, Ne w Delhi). It 

focu ses Oil ~~id ri \V~He siJ OI pes ~llld v;lridi cs, old :lllci new wit h ,I picture in 

be<1utiful nl"nner. 

News Papers: Kannada and E flglish : 

• 	 Tile Hindu ( 06.07.200-1) [(;U Il ~ lta" ;1 I~i ~. ilikesh Bah;ldur De$; ~i · Fil/dillg a 

footlioldfor a hOllry art. Il focusl's r n IO(lay' S Biori Anisans pictures. . 


• Deccan Heralds ( OS.O::! .200S). K,II11a la VaSlidevan, ·'Lose yOllr heart to 
the dyillg art". It focuses 011 RicJr Art and today's Bidri Artisans life 
mentioned . 

• 	 Samyukt;l Karnataka ( 26.11.2005) ( Kannada News p;lpcr). "Bidri 

Kalm'idharige RIIslitm J'lIIsl1s tiya Gari". It focu ses 011 Nati on,iI /\ wmdce 

Bidri Artis<11l Mohd. ) bdlll Ra ou l lik sketch in bri ef. 


• Taranga ( 12.10.200: ) ( Kannada W t' k.I y) , Arunkulllar' s art icle ent it led " 
A msallada II Ilchilla li ,·Iparupada Ridrikale". It focllses Oil History of 
Bitiriwart> . It s imporl ;1I1ce (In c! N;l ti Pilid ,HIO Stdte Award ee J3 id ri Arti safl 
Sh<1h Ra shid Quaclri li f.:: $ketch ill brid mentioned. 

• 	 The Hindll ( 01.1 J .2( 06) Res h i kt' ~ h B;llndur Des;} i' s articl e 011 " rife of 
fJidriware Artisalls Looking lip". [t exprc~scd the brief history of 
Bidriware and artisa ns. 

• Dccca fl Herald ( 17. O'l. '0(7) . RKris lill,, '3 article on "Black is /)ealltijitl", 
It focliscs on Stille A\\':ll dt'e Bitlri ItiS :l1l R:ljkulllm's briel" lire sKet c h aile! 
13 idri 11';1 re pi ct urcs ment i" IWd. 

Tile Hillliu ( 29.09. 20(11)) ·Lightweight Bid,.iH'({rc" .Tn Ihis <lrticle the 
N;ltiomli Awardee tvlll h;llllnuu R;llIl" hrid liCe SKl'tch menti oned anti he 
stilted th;lt fore igncl·· Clrrv the lig ht\\cigilt Bitlri ll"arc allt! pre:, clltly iL is 
pnpu lilr ill \\ ·l' ,; tt:rn CUll llIJ it:'­
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• 	 The Hindu (24.01.2012) Dr. Reham? n Patel's ~l rtic!e on "Tracing th e .. 
history of Bidriware". It focu ses on to find out the bac~ground of 
Bidriware in a his torical perspec tive. 

• 	 The Hindu ( 26.04.20 12) ,Kam at ka "Thinks (Ire looking lip for Rirfr'i 
Artisans" thi s art icle focus 011 the )lher agencies come forward to give 
tra ining to Bidri artisans to imr rove their con ditions. And lot of 
opportunities to them. EXIM b:lnk; V ITC and KS HDCL cam~ front ~Ind 

. . . 	 I 
helpll1g the artisans. 

Webs:tcs: 
www.bidrihandicraft.com, www.bidriware.co:n .,www.callvcrycrafts.col11. 

Conclusion: Bid;;iware is a be:l uti ful creiltio n and ,Ill ~Inc i e nl craft of India. Th~ 
Bidriware involves a lot of hard work anu time; but gets very less monetary returns. 
Thus, the artisans' live in a terrib le life full (\f ha rdships. So in order· to give a good 
life to these artisa ns, the government along wi th people mllst try to encollrage and 
lTloti v:lte them. This "rticl e IlcJps the rese;lrclier. , llIarke tin g age nci es, hi~ tori"ns and 
.:l1l ists. 

~-----~--,..--:----~--~--

Bidri Artis all 	 Bjdri Ar ticles 
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www.bidriware.co:n.,www.callvcrycrafts.col11
http:www.bidrihandicraft.com

