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22. |

Saint Janabai and Warkart Sect

Dr. SwaraliChandrakantKuolkarni |
Tilak MaharashtraVidsapeceth .
Nehru Institute of Soctal Scrences ~ Pune

Warkari communify has tiken the lead in creating cultiral revival in Maharashira by liberating the people trapped in
the system of alphabetism. Warkari sect docs not have any difference between men and women . rich and poor Thus .
ihe process of social commencement m Maharashira started and st continues 1o this din . Winkart sectis i importand
place in Indian entture and socicny . Pandharpur and ShisVithal arce the relizion heant of warkand seot The warkan s the
pilet of pandharpur and s sect s Warkari Seet Considermg the yoddess deity vitthal - this commumiy- emphasiced on
Sagun and Nirgan devotion Rinals sicre important i the medieval period. Warkariseet does not ks deceptive ideas
like sovale-aosalerituals, bos the principle of Wirkari seet o live o victnons lile while doig great werk. Milions of
people come 10 Pandharpur for this four vearly Ashadhe Kartikic Naght and ChaitnnYatra Saint Divaneshwar gine a
simplistic took in this seet with the wealopical bases Peaple of different caste and creed jomed Pandlarpue and Palkhbi
Ceremony Social awakening started through this Bhagan - Kirtan . Pravehan discourse Sunt of Athagapaeadcasics e

. created throngh all the shitts of socicny as like Namdeo chmnth. tukaram . Sena.Sastamali Gorakumbhar, Janabai. Soy ta
. Chokhamelacte. ATl these sainis gave o message of cgnality. The social comvergence process strted in Mahacashira
breaking the bar i the carlier casic discrimnnztion duc 1o the Warkar sect.

Importance of Saint women in the Bhakti movement

From the thurteentl 1o sev entectheentun . vou cat see the superiontis ol the devotional movement i the soctal - rehieious
and cuttral spheres in the countny . This period s knowy in the selious Gield as @ resolutionary: satat poctess e rise
and gronth of the Bhalu movement begine fo gron and experd i order 1o atiract the souicty ol strneers ivom the
beginnine of the country . While studying the existence of wonren . woman tine (o studs mediesat wonmien smnt v hile
Tearning about their strugele. Taditionally . wonien were denied obstriiction to spiritnadly Tradionally women
rejected salvation I such o sitation . the women saint - taed to achicve salvanon throngh devoron and created an
existence 1 its sprritual field While having no right to education . soime women ~samt have created  wondertul pocms
through self=sufficieney in the framework of rehigion Pawiarchal practices i medieval india . women have secondary
status of education inciudmg child marriage . sati ete. The nght to education does not have . Despue all the Tanily and
social conditions such as being dependeirt on the mother or the father in Tow L all these sant women singeled and created
their own place . In medicyval Maharashia spiritual democracy of  the Warkan Sect . it i not possible 1o deny (he
ivolyeent of women sainis with a man, The sains of the Warkart connnuniny presenied the honourable nadition of
women's rights in that period They look tike they are woive on . Sannts gave woren i high wank and cove this place of
respect. WarkanSampraday eane women vitties So there ey woman saint created Muktabai o Balinabai
Warkati Sect is a communine of BahajanSamay of all the mics cind viemen and zrasses. s comammiiy by o streant of

q»,oplc who hive casy and casy wavs o Inve a zood hite without virtue and citvalism The women satnl of nevsky sait
have not neglected anywhere. Abhang kirtan pravehan and aovt under discourse she has educated society w it's own
right. Weaen saints from the Warkart community panticipated i (he Palkhiceremony  and staried out from the concepl
of “chulmul’ bul they did not have the frecdom ol Indian culture that is not freedom. Duyneshwar Namdey and other
saats were nfluenced by the writings ol all the women saints. Due fo the views of man sait . there was a permanent
direction for contemnporary and samt women's thought - All the women sainl were doing daly routine of their day to day
living and Icading a life of divine lifc . Their Abhang and aovi's aee the niirror of their life. From therr Lteratare . vou can
see the soctal . cubtural and gehigious lile.Bot the pan and struggle they experienced are certamly inspirational,

Saint Janaha

Saint Janabai is a disciplc of the saint Namdev . who has an important place in the Warkari secl. SantJamabai’s character
1s not castly available. Therz is o little bit of information abont Janabai by MahipatibuvaTahirabadkar in the character of
Nandey . Saint Janabat “s nol an independent  gatha (Abhaug ) - but i the gatha ol Saint Namdey . the gathering ol
Janabaizsabhang. Janabai born in the belly of Dama and Karind inGangakhed  Village i Marathwada, Sitting m the
house ol Saint Namdeya'smaid .Labortous . Saint Janabai . who believed in taking hersell as a named ™ "NamvachiJani
CJanabar had taken the vigdance of Vitthal in the company of Satnl Namdev. DahtakanditaTuj Gam Ananta | said that.
Saint Namdeyvwas  his spiritual gura. His guruparampara is saint duyneshwar . Visobakhechar . Nawndey . Janabai. He
has personally scen all satnts in influence of Saint Duyvueshwar, Dug to saint Namdey . he had o constant sainl . Fven
while doing house to work and sclting them i govrva and shenva - they were constantly reminding. God's name. Saint
Janabai sBhavkavita is filled with love for Ged  After foreciting the entire wordly life and forgetting ihe temporal
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earthly cmotions . he has surrendered 1o Vitthal Byven biclore enlightenment was realized | they were prizzied 1o has

written an mbmte anubhuoti incihe B of Samt Janabair . i his composition
Samt Janabai s herature

There are 347 structures ¢ Avhang ) ol samt Janabari.  VitthalMahatmy © BhakyvatsalSantsund . AAunswarnp
Dy neshwar-Namdoey Stun - Havishchaidrankbyan - Thalipak - Dashaviar - Bulkrida . Paloa . KutRachane . Aaeti - Jate
Prarabdhgati Updeshpar . Krishnganm . Prathadchamra . cte. are composed by Janabai, 1t is a feature that they created
on different topics in the absence of cosnie education A ol ol Saint Janabai sabhang s i the Gatha of Nanidey .

To describe the VitthalviahatnnaPandhans deseription of Panduranga was casty expressed in ihe language ol 130
abhangas From their abhanga . veu feel the coordination ol cighteen -urade caste. Saint dnyndey - namdey . Sopan
Chokhamela - Sena ete. by giving o review ol the Tile and vistues ol the true people . Simtdanabat has made a kind
v oue on the nest 2enerations, hnabai's lanzuage oncies the heart of the common jreople.

Vithumacalchenvala s saneeGopalanchaMel,
Ny ba BhandsavarSopanacha fanly Dhi !
FridbechateDuvneshuar e Mokmisundar
Gerabumbhanmandn g Chokbado abaroban
Banka hadeyars Namakaranzuhdbare
FgmibaneGiepada Kare bhakimchasohlla

’ Janaba has written inebhve abhang on saintls praise. o this Tanabar feels affection aboul SantDivneshvae santnamdeo
and SantChokbomela Devation o samt Namdey s el taoush their abhang Depressed and banilinted santChokhamiela
Sanabat feels aficaion for thei Thor devoion 10 saml Divneshivar was also spectal Paciokichennu
mlancnedinneshaarne i he devotian of Vinthal is seen fallhincivis poctry Bushie do not reduce foe 1o play witfe God

at s Voeadan Kombatr oeid ofeemee Cdevotion - dediciion o woni s Techine aboat sainl Tanabat's pochic

appearanee . such A senivn reseinchar R, Dhere st 0 hiive the bras of Tinabai’s poctin - she o said about <aint

Disashaar There aee tnnegecadh: vvies of Bl which ropresent e seciety 11 shows s conteimpoin saci Lite.

Prabaits At Abhane s are meniable euder shis die Updestin i this Be found the societs s fong estabhished

meditarion Todiy~ preacione s cormnly aomnde to law o in oo vrtious e Hanshebaodraab b aod halipakshiows

a ditterent sivle of Junabar The nse ol words i daily Tele is o featare ol therr lerature, Dasi . Randie Lchweyala - Sakia

CParisa. Yo Neve s Pag dor Saint wesds ke decoramon feel alive to ite
Yeatures of Naint Janabar’s Literiinres

Iosantlanabat s hierture s the woik of the working woman . orphan . lonely and neglected woman,
Sl ront o the S e eimple - owas considered poor i that e - because of the absence ol the vitthal phidosephs (i
e could oot theny Ris assarenass was expressad.
AW e mteracting with Vighalas shie also sees viithal w daiiy Tz
Vithore b lenabos s Brenatnre oo nasterpoce mad spiviaalh clented womiae it is o fenale heration and a liberaron

4 1

’ S0 destor to s ad st e uabar sAbhangs s mtense
O Sehie thnes they express e anger oV athal VidwaVithvanwlmayechyvakaratya § Saint Janabai’s courge o say
such o thing s not seen i wn other saithy woman.
7 From their abhang and evies  different emonons and feminine Teelings have been revealed o us
$. Strijanmmbanuni novaveudas [Sadha soniaesekeliJant § unlike snch an broken woman . she feels the pain ol misery |
but she also shows the profoundness of paticnce for the woman

Contribation of Saint Janahai

The expression of staveny {rom Janabai sablang - living in the lile of dosi . 15 expressed al many places But she eive thus
price of slavery as an omament . Although Janabai hersell called constant Dast . she proved her exislence as an
independent person . despite overwhelming disregard of lubor and socicty . As a normal woman .Dasi . maid | socicty has
kept Janabai's existence but the community has never seen her candidness and self rehiance and rebellious attitude .
Peope have never felt the independent existence of Jaabai. The common Jani became  Santhanabai Sami
Janabat sabhoaga dedication surrender atfitnde reflects patience and tolerance of woman. In the form of Abhanga Lovis .
caullan _ saint Janabat is siill scen from the villagers in the vitlage .One thing that comes out from the Universe of
Janabai is that without understanding the burden of the maid . ihey have accepted 1t | in view of the mevitable life we
have received They are never seen serewed  NamdevasVitthal Vedva At home . you can find (he Jani that 1s constantly
working aud vour daily work (clis the vitthalas, From Janabai ssclf portrait . we geta glimpse of the dalit life ol that cra
but there is ne compiaint of Janabai. Tn (heir hilcrature . the pouring of God's power in the Torm ol women _ intelligent
mner leelines | paticnce - dedication and renunciation: Describing (he simple win  ofanabar . kinnn oy cony inced
licoseli Janabad's conttibunhon is cortuinly huee in Maharashtra's socrt andl coftural hic

e 65
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Relevance

I Janabair’s character and lierature are certnly inspirational i the present

2 Althongh western countries have invaded the countny . the wan remains in the oneina post from thiough ol samt’s,
literatuie.

S.Womien saints have doue imporiant work 1o preserve fndian culture. The coneepl of women's cupowerment seciis 10
have started you from (the women of the warkaricommunity - but independence is not the act of dishonesty
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